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2014 Lanquaqge: Chinese Second Language Advanced GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Students prepared and performed well overall. The majority of students made good attempts at each question and
completed the tasks in all sections of the examination. High-scoring students not only demonstrated sound knowledge
of the language but also the ability to interpret the tasks correctly.

Students are advised to read all questions carefully to gain a better understanding of each one so that they provide
relevant answers. It was common for students to provide extended answers where they were not required. As a result,
key information was missing or distorted and students failed to express their answers clearly.

In Section 1 — Listening and responding, most students handled the tasks competently. However, in addition to a lack of
understanding of some of the Chinese colloquial and idiomatic phrases, some students also struggled to convey their
understanding correctly in English in Part A. For example, with

WAL SEF 25 T —2, instead of “eat 50 per cent more than usual’, students misinterpreted it as ‘eat one and a half
times more than usual’.

Some students found the reading component of the examination challenging this year. Students are encouraged to read
the whole texts carefully and pay attention to small details to gain a better understanding of such phrases. A thorough
understanding of the task is important in order to score well. In Part B, students were required to state which was the
ideal workplace for each of the eight university students after graduation and also justify their choice. Some students
failed to interpret the task correctly and provided more than one workplace for the individual graduate, while others
explained what the workplace was for or could offer instead of justifying why it was ideal for the particular graduate. In
Part C — Translation, many students struggled to strike a good balance between being faithful to the original text and
maintaining the natural flow in English. The frequent use of idioms and colloquialisms in the two texts also proved to
be challenging for many students.

Most students showed an excellent understanding of the requirements for Section 3 — Writing in Chinese. Many
students were able to produce well-structured essays using the correct text type features. However, students are
reminded that it is very important to closely follow the instructions contained in the question of their choice in order to
ensure that a broad range of relevant information is included. A high-scoring piece of writing needs to demonstrate the
writer’s ability to address all requirements set in the task effectively.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated,
these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding
Part A — Answer in English

Most students handled this section well; however, a large number of students failed to score full marks either because
insufficient information was included or because they misunderstood the question.

For example, in Question 1a., students needed to include both ‘eats 50 per cent more than usual’ and ‘does not care
about putting on weight” to gain full marks. In Question 2b., some students misinterpreted the question as asking why
the male speaker borrowed the novel.

Text1

Question 1a.

He eats 50 per cent more than usual and does not care about putting on some weight even if some of his old clothes will
not fit anymore. He believes that new things will not come unless the old things have gone.

Question 1b.
Sun Ming’s mother often gossips over the phone.
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Text 2
Question 2a.
The new novel is so special because it is the only copy in the local library.

Question 2b.
The Chinese idiomatic phrase implies that one can enjoy the advantage of being in a favoured position.

Part B — Answer in Chinese

Students are required to demonstrate their full understanding of the text by responding to the question in Chinese
characters. Students need to write grammatically correct full sentences. Students are reminded not to include irrelevant
information, as the entire response was assessed for accuracy in language.

Text 3

Question 3

B s ANk RIR Z Bk . Sk 2B SR AT, FrDOB R HE, TH, AES S EIHFARO N T
Ahh, HELEMERE, = WUANNNSARAERIE LT .

Section 2 — Reading, responding and translating
Part A — Answer in English

Students were required to read one text. Most students demonstrated excellent skills in recognising Chinese characters
and could answer the questions competently.

Text4

Question 4a.

In the past: The kingdom of bikes
At present: The capital/city of cars

Question 4b.
e Public transport is packed with people.
¢ (Motor-driven) vehicles/cars are often motionless on the roads.

Question 4c.

Advantages
e  Abike is very cheap in Beijing.
e  Cuyclists can ride very fast and feel pleased/satisfied/comfortable/happy.
e The roads in Beijing are even and very nice for cyclists to ride on.

Disadvantages
e  Cyclists can feel tired.
e The (quality of the) air is poor.

Question 4d.
Foreigners e |ove sport
o do not want to pollute the air
Chinese ¢ might be poor and cannot afford to buy a car
o an indication of their social status
Question 4e.

e Drive less and cycle more.
e It should be everyone’s concern and early action is necessary.
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Part B — Answer in Chinese

Text5
Question 5

o GRAIEAR R TAR AN %A T EER I FE &, Db/ AR 2305 5K

o ECPPER AR AT e AR AL R, R Dadth/ it AR 2 R AR A

o ZEHON R E AT ASEARA M, B DA/ an SR 2% 1 A B — S 2 AR
%o

o EFVARBEFCRARSANRBE R L, At/ b 0 AL LA B A2 TR o

o WD, B A0SR % T A OSSR AE A/ i AR

o AAEERETE S, B DU/ AR AR X B S R

o NS A DSBRET TT P AL SRR, i AR R A A/t AR (1 AT
fir.

o NIBEELHRERIES, Bt IR A A AR B o

When multiple workplace choices were provided, the first choice was assessed.

Students were penalised for not writing in full sentences and for missing required information.

Part C — Translation
While some minor English-language mistakes were tolerated in Part B of Sections 1 and 2, in this part, students missed
out on marks for making spelling and grammatical errors.

Criterion 1: understand the passage and convey the meaning in English

Descriptor Mark
The entire content of the passage is conveyed in clear English and the 9-10
student has demonstrated a thorough understanding of all the explicit,
cultural and, where relevant, implied meanings.
The majority of the passage is conveyed in clear English and the student 7-8
has demonstrated a good understanding of its explicit and cultural
content but only some of its implied elements.
The majority of the passage is conveyed in English, although not always 5-6
clearly, and the student has demonstrated an understanding of the main
ideas. Some ideas have been missed, including important details.

A few parts of the passage are conveyed in English, and the student has 3-4
demonstrated a limited understanding of the content.
There has been an attempt to convey partial phrases and isolated words 1-2

in English, but the student has demonstrated only minimal understanding
of the passage.
There is insufficient evidence to make a judgment. 0
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Criterion 2: express the passage in fluent English
Descriptor Mark
Is accurate, precise and coherent, free flowing, logically sequenced and 5
uses good connectives, style is clearly recognisable and appropriate.
Is proficient and relatively free flowing, may contain some errors and 4

lack of precision, although this does not impede understanding. It is
generally well structured and uses appropriate style.

Contains errors that impede understanding of parts of the passage. 3
Sequencing is largely governed by the order of the Chinese and style is
not clearly marked.

Is a literal translation from Chinese to English, errors are so frequent that 2

much of the message is incoherent. There is no attention to style.

Barely conveys the meaning of the passage. 1

Is insufficient to make a judgment. 0
Question 6

Nowadays many people get very cross as soon as work is mentioned. They feel their work days drag on forever and are
prepared to resign at any time. They only work for money and then use the money to buy happiness in other aspects.
They never seek perfection, and only hope to succeed and become popular. In their opinion, having money is the only
indication of one’s success and social recognition. This demonstrates their ignorance. Actually, the major part of our
happiness comes from work. The constant effort yields success if a person loves and does their work wholeheartedly.
The work itself will then become the great pleasure of our lives.

Question 7

Mum is a famous surgeon who can also speak three dialects. Although she talks and laughs a lot every day, she cares
about everything and hopes that she does everything perfectly. What’s more important is her beautiful mind and true
hospitality. She is also very capable of cooking Chinese food. Therefore, we often have a house full of distinguished
guests. Everybody thinks that she is perfect.

Section 3 — Writing in Chinese

Question 9 was the most popular, followed by Questions 11, 8, 10 and 12. Many students demonstrated their ability to
use a broad range of vocabulary, including Chinese idioms, and complex sentence structures. However, it was common
for students to miss one or two key elements that were required in order to achieve full marks. For example, in Question
8, the role of the writer, according to the task, was that of an exchange student living in the home of a Chinese fellow
student. Students were required to write an article to evaluate the successful and less successful aspects of the
relationship between Chinese parents and their children. To address the task fully, when exploring the topic, students
were required to relate to the experience gained from living with a Chinese family.

Criterion 1
Relevance, breadth and depth of content
o relevance of content in relation to task set
e comprehensiveness and sophistication of context

Criterion 2
Appropriateness of structure and sequence
e introduction, body, conclusion as appropriate to text type
e organisation and sequencing of ideas within and between paragraphs, cohesiveness of writing between
paragraphs

Criterion 3
Accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar
e accuracy of vocabulary and grammar
e variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures
e appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar for the text type, audience, purpose and context of the task
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Question 8
PR Bovd i, FEAbt S ac e g, FEPEES DN ER. 5 RpEE, 2~ TMTHhERKS5EZ T ZEH
KZH BLE R T FIA & Ak

Criterion 1 — content
WINHIBF x 2 Bl KEESEFRAED. BHERRL . WG EmAA IS
ARMIBT x 2 Flln: ) EIIRS VERGIURE. AsvE itk og . i T B A I RAL

v 2N

Criterion 2 — structure and sequence (FrEE)
= R /O CERRER) WL 1R
= JFk, B, iR
» BRENRIREAT, f)TE

PRl

S

Criterion 3 — language

RV -

PP H ROEBILLT T WVEE R, RIS, RS, AR RE, TSR
Note:

L. 15 5 AR P2 BRI Al ) — 8 23

2. B EHIREAE

—i i ORI EERIEANE 2)

—HE /AR AR TR /A P

3. EEHRIE—IRHGIE.

4. CEMM, T B2,

Question 9
ez B, K RERE, TEERARRE] . REMTAERINSE, RveESPEERY:. 5—/
YRR BERAR I 7 22 R 5 42

Criterion 1 — content

THEAEI KA

25T - Biltn: 7 FE E RIS L AR TS T ) 2 R

A5 T - Blhn. FEFRMSLIE. TR ESC . S AR R

AR LAE: Bl @ —ER KRR T i —SAME R TR, Rt FEE N
HC FIALE PAL S

Criterion 2 — structure and sequence PP

= RKUF; BUREH. UL T/
. ﬂ:% , IE3C, élj:l:}‘% ’
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= BUKEIKEAR, AITHER
Criterion 3 — language % Ji.Question 8
Question 10

PRt o2 By URAIARSRIE 2 I 1 — IR (P ESCIERD) o B RN IR A R R — B IR SR,
RIX RS A = TR 5] (R 3 o

Criterion 1 — content
MHR=AADE ES), e e, £aE %, R, BIR, @573, %%,
HeMrEE: AR EARERANAD, tin. SN, BE, i, WSn, %%,

Criterion 2 — structure and sequence C—#E)
= BE, fREF, Bl EHA, HHL
= JFk, B, iR
» BREIREART, A)TER

Criterion 3 — language 2% L. Question 8

Question 11

PRz Bt RIVERTECE B O =5k, R TR EE s fl. SR Hid, MRk e
PREIAN A 32

Criterion 1 — content
EAAE W Bl E/EE, Slk/daliE S, PRI, JEH, IR, %5

=AAE Bz Bl seAE/RIR/CED, BEh/ as, Baa iR, PHESREE O, KGR, 55

Criterion 2 — structure and sequence (Hd>
= Bl R
= JFk, B3 iR
= SERTE, BUEREIKREAFT, FTER

Criterion 3 — language % I.Question 8

Question 12

IUAE/E20584F, FrRt Mzl 75 52 Boa Wiy /NIRRT T TE 1, 408 22 B v B 7e i it 5 17
BT =Ko BIRIIHEERS —RCERHR IS .

Criterion 1 — content

=RW R 1) AE Pz .

Criterion 2 — structure and sequence i)
= HH, .
= Bk, B iR
W A S
» BRREIKRERT, A)FER

Criterion 3 — language 2 JL.Question 8
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