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empire a group
of nations ruled
by a single leader
(usually a monarch
- aking or queen)

or government

revolution

a process of
massive political
upheaval that
changes the way
in which a country
is governed; often
a vertical shift in
power from an
absolute monarch
to a popular
government ruling

on behalf of the
people
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Area of Study 1

Causes of Revolution: The development
of significant ideas, events, individuals
and popular movements in America,

1754 - 4 July 1776

A great Empire, like a great Cake, is most
easily diminished at the Edges.

— BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN THE PUBLIC
ADVERTISER, 11 SEPTEMBER 1773

Overview

Congratulations on choosing to study history and in particular the American Revolution in the VCE.
The greatest stories of human history are always the real ones, be they heroic and inspiring, tragic or
comic, or the awful cautionary tales. The mighty Egyptian, Chinese, Persian, Greek and Roman empires
of the Ancient World, the tragedy of the Romanovs, the First and Second World Wars, the Holocaust,
the assassination of John F Kennedy, the Vietnam War, the great calamity of indigenous populations
from Western colonisation and a billion other incredible stories of the human experience are the fabric of
history. One of history’s roles is to offer a window into those collective stories of how the human race got

to the present day and offer a cautionary wisdom for the future.

What exactly is a ‘revolution’? A definition as good as any other is the one provided by Cambridge
Dictionaries Online, that a revolution is:

a change in the way a country is governed, usually to a different political system and often
using violence or war.

So why study America? In VCE Revolutions, of the four choices for study (the American Revolution
of 1776, the French Revolution of 1789, the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the Chinese Revolution
of 1949), America is in many ways unique. Whereas the other national contexts provide examples of
massive social upheaval and change via the process of revolution, their established ‘old regimes’ were
hundreds, if not thousands of years old. However, in the American context (not including the peoples
of the First Nations) a new nation was actually formed out of the events of the Revolution itself. Power
over the British-ruled Thirteen Colonies of North America was basically transferred from faraway
Europe to the colonists themselves, and it is how this momentous shift took place that we will examine
in detail.

© Cambridge University Press 2021
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Another reason why the American Revolution is unique is that the revolutionaries who in turn became
the ‘Founding Fathers’ aimed to draw on the best practices of government (republicanism) and provide
a Constitution that remains the envy of many countries. This structure saw the nation through many
challenges in the following 200 years. The significant and ongoing contemporary US problems over the
legacy of slavery, racism, civil rights and gun laws also hark back to this time. Spike Lee’s 2018 movie
BlacKkKlansman highlights the awful legacy and entrenched hold these issues have in America.

Importantly, the office of the President of the United States was also born out of this narrative, and the
inauguration of the first President, George Washington, is one of the closing events of our study. Indeed,
it is worth noting that although he is but one of the significant individuals in the American Revolution,
Washington himself is a crucial figure in this book, whose ideas and experiences in many key events

cannot be overlooked.

In this book we will consider the wide range of factors that triggered the American Revolution of

1776, as well as looking at its aftermath. Many important questions propel this narrative. For example,
what was British America like before the Revolution? How did a revolutionary situation develop in the
colonies? Who was involved? How did the Revolution itself play out? After the dust had settled, how

did the Americans deal with their newfound freedom? How did the ‘new regime’ consolidate its hold on
power against various challenges? What sort of government would the newly formed United States of
America have, after removing the rule of the British monarchy and Parliament? Were the ambitions of the
Revolution achieved, and how different was the new society? We hope that this study of the American
Revolution affords you the chance to think critically about these questions and many more.

Opverall, it is fascinating studying a powerful nation — as we know the United States of America to be
today — at the moment of its formation. Indeed, your study will help you unpack some of the reasons how
America, the 20th- and 21st-century superpower, came to be. Enjoy the journey.

A Source 1A A painting of the Founding Fathers, in the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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AREA OF STUDY 1

Founding
Fathers men
such as George
Washington,
Thomas Jefferson,
John Adams,
James Madison,
Benjamin Franklin
and others of the
Revolutionary era
who created the
foundations of the

American nation

president the
leader or head of
state of a republic
—a government

in which power
resides with the
people who

elect their own
representatives

Washington,
George (1732-
1799) the first
President of the
United States,
who fought in the
early stages of the
French and Indian
War on the side
of the British, then
led the colonial
forces to victory
against the British
in the War of

Independence
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historians men
and women who
attempt to make
sense of the

past and usually
specialise in one
country or period
of history

George lll the
reigning King
of the United

Kingdom for the
entire American

Revolutionary

period
(1763-1789)

British
Parliament

the official
political body that
makes laws, raises
taxes and oversees
government in
Great Britain in
partnership with
the monarch

leaders significant
individuals (men
and women) who

influence ordinary

people
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Area of Study 1 focuses specifically on 1754-1776 of the VCE American Revolution course. Chapter 1
provides a summary of some pre-revolutionary factors that all converge to make America a country ripe

for unrest and lay the groundwork for what would eventually become the Revolution by the 1770s.

Chapters 2, 3 and 4 work through the significant ideas, events, individuals and popular movements of
this period, as well as the historians who write about it. This part concludes with an analysis of the key
tensions and conflicts within America. Was the creation of a revolutionary situation just the result of
poor leadership from George III and the British Parliament, or a fusion of many different antecedents
that were operating in America already? The first four chapters attempt to unpack this question. Chapter
S is a selection of typical VCE questions for Area of Study 1, plus sample answers to guide you when
approaching these tasks. Note that the VCA A Study Design changes and you have to stay aware of the
latest requirements.

Area of Study 2 of the American Revolution course focuses on the period between 1776 and 1789.
Chapter 6 covers the significant ideas, events and leaders involved in the War of Independence between
1776 and 1783. Chapters 7 and 8 deal with the consequences the American colonists were faced with
after winning the war and their freedom from the British. Chapter 9 is a selection of VCE-type questions
for AOS 2 Sections A and B and sample answers for your reference.

Chapter 10 looks at different social groups and their experiences under the Revolution, and Chapter 11 is
a Who’s Who; a glossary of many of the major players in the American Revolution.

A Source 1B Depiction of three ships full of English colonists arriving at Jamestown, 1607
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AREA OF STUDY 1

NE IN A NEW ENGLAND TOWN A.D.|170Q.

A Source 1C A scene in a New England town, 1700. Righteous citizens pass a miscreant being punished in the stocks, whom boys prepare to pelt

with snowballs.
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Overview

The American Revolution is an important historical event that’s well worth investigating closely.

Apart from the change it brought upon America itself, significantly it also inspired other revolutions

— including French Revolutionaries only a decade later — to act to dramatically change their society,
with the legendary ‘American spirit’ spreading through France. Indeed, it must be said that the pre-
revolutionary period (before 1754) and post-revolutionary period (after 1789) are fascinating areas of
study that are not assessed in the VCE Revolutions course. These time periods will have to be taken up
at university, or just in your general reading as a lover of American history. For now, in order to better
understand the events of 1754-76, in which a revolutionary situation developed in North America, first

it is instructive to look at a range of pre-revolutionary factors that influenced America’s foundation.

Key issues

After completing this chapter, you should be able to answer these questions:

=  What was America like before the arrival of European colonists?
* How was America founded by Europeans?

= What was the social structure of the British colonies in America?
=  What role did slavery play in America’s founding?

= Where did American colonists get their revolutionary ideas?

= What was the Enlightenment and its role in the revolution?

= What was the French and Indian War?

*  Who was George Washington, and what did he do up to 17762

*  Who was King George I1I?

Digital resources for this chapter

In the Interactive Textbook:

Video and audio sources and questions

Digital activities

<Source 1.0 An 18th-century painting depicting settlers arriving in America
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Flow of chapter

How is this chapter structured?

NORTH AMERICA

FIRST NATIONS
FOUNDATION

BRITAIN'S THIRTEEN British Mercantilist Policy
COLONIES

Class system
SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF Slavery

- BRITISH AMERICA
John Locke and the
Magna Carta 1215 SOURCES OF Enlightenment

REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS
Glorious Revolution 1688 and Republicanism

the English Bill of Rights 1689

Significant individual: FRENCH AND INDIAN
George Washington WAR, 1754-63

SALUTARY NEGLECT Significant individual:
King George lll

Chapter timeline

What are the key events of the American Revolution covered in this chapter?

1607 1760
First British colony of George lll becomes King of
Virginia established England

1740s

The Great

Awakening of
religious revival

begins

1763
The Treaty of Paris
officially ends
the French and
Indian War

1620 1754

Mayflower and the Pilgrim The French and

Fathers land in Massachusetts Indian War begins
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CHAPTER 1 BRIEF BACKGROUND TO AMERICA IN 1763

1.1 First Nations foundation

One of the tragic stories of the American journey is the decline of the once proud 500 Nations’ First Nations the

of North and South America. One modern theory about the settling of America is that Siberian .
pre-colonisation

nomads travelled across the Bering Strait via an Ice Age land bridge from the Asian continent e

into present-day Alaska more than 14000 years ago. Eventually these groups populated the communities of

whole of both American continents from the Arctic Circle to the bottom of South America. )
) ) ) ) . o ) North America;
Until Europeans made inroads into the Americas (especially the Vikings, Spanish, Portuguese,
French, Dutch and English), these 500 Nations — the First Nations Americans (or ‘Native

Americans’) - had rich cultures, civilisations and histories. While tribal names like Iroquois,

arespectful
alternative term for

Sioux, Apache, Huron, Algonquin, Creek, Cherokee and Mohawk have become incorporated Native Americans

into the European lexicon (see Source 1.1), First Nations Americans are one of the key groups economic the
for whom the American Revolution and the new Constitution in 1789 (covered in Chapter 8) theme that involves
did not bring any benefit, nor do their once proud several thousand-year history in North any issues to do

America any justice. Europeans exploited inter-tribal rivalries and used First Nations Americans  ith money, such as
for their own larger political, military and economic purposes. First Nations Americans also taxation, inflation,
used inter-European rivalries for their own larger political, military and economic purposes. unemployment,

Invariably, First Nations Americans came off second best in all these transactions. wages and prices of
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A Source 1.1 Map of First Nations land holdings prior to European colonisation. For a closer look at First Nations land holdings in
America and across the globe, see the Native Land website. https://cambridge.edu.au/redirect/9503
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Historians such as Francis Jennings and Howard Zinn deal with these issues in their writings on America, which

you will read about in due course.

Tensions between First Nations and non-Indigenous Americans continue today, with this painful chapter of

American history still being written.

A Source 1.2 This 1724 engraving by Joseph-Frangois Lafitau represents the five-nation Iroquois Confederacy. The Confederacy was
a civic and political organisation formed sometime between 1440 and 1660 between the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga and
Seneca nations.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

Contemporary American culture continues to grapple with the issues: below (Source 1.3) is a photo from
a march in Washington protesting the building of the Dakota Access Pipeline, which would go through
tribal lands. The protest, led by the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, took place over years, and reveals that
tensions continue to this day between First Nations people and colonists.

v Source 1.3 Activists protest against the development of the Dakota Access Pipeline in Washington, March 10 2017
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CHAPTER 1 BRIEF BACKGROUND TO AMERICA IN 1763

1.2 Britain's Thirteen Colonies

After centuries of imperialistic scrambling, piracy, arranged marriages and ‘hot’ and ‘cold” wars by competing
European powers for global supremacy (particularly the Spanish, French and British; see Source
1.6), by 1754 Britain had emerged as a key power in North America. Britain’s government,
booming economy, armed forces, speed in harnessing early Industrial Revolution technology and
successful military campaigns outmuscled the other powers, and were all factors in creating an
empire that stretched across the globe.

government the
official political
body that runs a
country

Between 1607 (Virginia) and 1733 (Georgia), Britain founded Thirteen Colonies on the east coast of North
America. This was to be the setting of the American Revolution, and most of the events featured in this book. Apart
from North America, the other key location to consider was London, the capital city of the British ‘motherland’. The
ways in which the British managed the Thirteen Colonies is a major focus of the chapters in Area of Study 1 of this
book. The ways that British rule was executed over their colonies will be discussed in detail in Chapter 2.

v Source 1.4 Map of Spanish, French and British territorial claims in North America around 1754
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A Source 1.5 Left: An engraving from 1845 depicting the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. Right: A 17th-century engraving
depicting Wahunsenacawh, the chief who led the Powhatan Confederacy of Algonquin-speaking people. What is now Jamestown was
part of the country of Tsenacommacah, which was Powhatan territory.

A Source 1.6 The first colonist of British origin recorded as born on American soil, Virginia Dare, was born on 18 August 1587, in the
Roanoke Colony of North Carolina. By 1590 the colony was deserted and the 108 colonists had disappeared. The fate of the so-called
‘Lost Colony" is still a mystery. Baptism of Virginia Dare, lithograph, by Henry Howe, 1876
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By the mid-18th century, each colony had its own character: Georgia, for instance, was as different
from Massachusetts as night and day. Colonists had different accents, clothing styles, economies,
religious practices, politics, manners and mores. Most of their external connections, such as trade,
were with Britain rather than with the other colonies themselves. As future Founding Father John
Adams later put it:

The colonies had grown up under constitutions of government so different, there was so
great a variety of religions, they were composed of so many different nations, their customs,
manners, and habits had so little resemblance, and their intercourse had been so rare.

Source 1.7 J. Adams, letter to H. Niles, 13 February 1818

Similarly, describing how different the American colonies were from one another, an English
visitor to the colonies said, ‘fire and water are not more heterogencous than the different
colonies of North America’. In other words, fire and water had more in common than the

different colonies of North America.

This was the case at least until the 1750s, when the colonies began collaborating with each
other at the Albany Congress of June 1754. This meeting, in Albany, New York, between nine
of the Thirteen Colonies, was not designed to forge an alliance between the Thirteen Colonies
independent of British rule, but instead to discuss ways the colonies could better deal with
First Nations peoples and the growing threat of the French in the area. Benjamin Franklin
presented his Albany Plan for unity between the colonies against the French. One of the
reasons his call for a colonial union was unsuccessful was economic: most colonies were self-
managed, self-financed and self-sufficient and dealt with foreign trading partners on their own
terms. That being said, the Albany Congress did prove that the colonists could come together in
times of great need when they shared concerns. They would learn this lesson well 20 years later
during the Coercive Acts in 1774.

A Source 1.8 Above: Benjamin Franklin's 1754 'Join or Die’ cartoon. This ink drawing became well known in the
American colonies and reappeared later in the Revolution. In fact, Franklin's cartoon became a flag of the later
Revolution, which came to fruition in the First Continental Congress of 1774. Right: Benjamin Franklin, by
Benjamin Wilson, 1759.

colony a place
governed by
another country
and settled by their
people

Franklin, Benjamin
(1706-1790) one
of the Founding
Fathers; he
negotiated the
1783 Treaty of
Paris (ending the
Revolutionary
War) and helped
to draft both the
Declaration of
Independence and
the Constitution of
the United States

Albany Plan a plan
to unite the Thirteen
Colonies proposed
by Benjamin
Franklin at the
Albany Congress in
July 1754

Continental
Congress

an assembly

of delegates
representing the
Thirteen Colonies

in North America
that met twice in
Philadelphia, in 1774
and 1775

© Cambridge University Press 2021



mercantilism an economic system whereby
the first priority of setting up new colonies is
that they enrich the Mother Country (Britain in
the case of America)

Navigation Acts a series of British laws dating
from the early 1600s designed to help the
British mercantilist system operate successfully;
the British Parliament, Navy and customs
officials had sweeping powers to enforce these
laws but many American merchants like John

Hancock successfully flouted these policies

Mercantilism is the economic policy applied in Britain and its
colonies in the 18th century and it worked on the basis of maintaining
a positive trade balance. Britain would put in a massive early
investment in setting up the colony and then sit back and reap a huge
financial windfall. Raw materials were taken from America and other
colonies, used to produce goods from British factories and then sold
back to the colonists (and also exported elsewhere). This policy was
backed by legal regulations; for example, the British Navigation Acts
prohibited foreign merchants from trading with America. Britain
sought to establish or take over colonies, and then imposed regulations
so that the colony was only allowed to produce raw materials and to
trade them solely with Britain. Exclusive trade monopolies like the

ones Britain was enforcing on America would be unpopular even in

today’s society. In the 17th and 18th centuries much of the British transatlantic trade used a triangular route that
ensured ships carried profitable full loads on each leg of the voyage. Ships would carry cloth, tools, weapons and
other manufactured goods from Britain to West Africa and barter them for enslaved people, gold, and ivory. The
ships then sailed westwards across the Atlantic to the Caribbean and American colonies where the Africans were
exchanged for plantation produce such as sugar, tobacco, and cotton, as well as other goods. This was transported
castwards back to Britain with the West African gold and ivory. There was also a lot of two-way trade in the Atlantic

as shown in Source 1.9, and some historians have questioned the relative importance of the triangular route.

v Source 1.9 Map of triangular and two-way trade between Europe, Africa and Britain's colonies in North America in the 18th century to
support the British policy of mercantilism
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ANALYSIS ACTIVITY 1.1: INTERNET RESEARCH TASK

Starting with a basic Google search on the Thirteen Colonies, compare Virginia with Pennsylvania
or Massachusetts, including each colony’s ethnic and cultural makeup, and economic, social, political and
religious practices. If using Wikipedia, scroll down to the links under ‘References’ for more sites. Share

your findings with your class.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

It's important to note that there was no such thing as an American nation like we know it today at this
stage in its history. The 13 separate British colonies didn’t much like each other and operated as virtually
separate countries. There was no loyalty to an American nation because one didn't yet exist. There was no

Washington DC or federal American government - loyalty was solely to one's own colony.

Class system

By the 1700s, Old World hierarchical class structure, snobbery and deference were

as pervasive in the American colonies as they were in Europe. The difference was the
colonies’ absence of monarchs, absence of overcrowded cities and enclosed lands, the
geographical isolation of the Thirteen Colonies from Europe, isolation from each other,
the existence of unlimited employment opportunities and availability of land. All of
these factors diluted Old World values in the colonies, and helped foster a latent sense
of self-determination and independence that would bear fruit in various ways over the
course of American history. Social mobility is the ability to move out of one’s class,
and in America, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine and John Adams epitomised this
as men from humble beginnings who became wealthy or famous or both (even if fame
was fleeting in the case of Paine). The ‘American dream’ of going from rags to riches
was born. A person with sufficient motivation and drive could rise up the social ladder
in America based on their merit and hard work, not solely on the aristocratic lineage of

their family, as it was in Europe.

British Army officers and British Parliamentarians, for instance, were mostly sons of
aristocrats and landed gentry. At this time in history, few men and women could ever
break through the entrenched class inequities of the social ladder they were born into —
and which was also protected by law. People lower down on the social ladder were forced to
accept that they were inferior in a restrictive system that rigidly maintained the status quo
(see Source 1.10).

America — the New World — began to differ from the Old World of the rigid class
consciousness of Europe, as one could move up in the world based on merit rather
than family influence or heredity. As an example, Benjamin Franklin was the son of

a candlestick maker, and had he been English he would have been confined to being

a candlestick maker or taken a similar type of trade himself. His ‘class’ would have
defined his future. In America, because of the greater opportunities afforded by the

less rigid class system, Franklin was able to become a well-educated, wealthy printer
who also dabbled in scientific experiments (see Source 1.11), and a wily politician in the

Pennsylvanian colonial assembly who helped to draft the Declaration of Independence.

Old World Britain, or more
generally Europe, especially

in reference to the rigid and
claustrophobic class-based social
structure of Europe, with small
numbers of elites like kings and
queens at the top and the masses

of poor at the bottom.

deference the act of recognising
a 'superior’ class of people; in
America before the Revolution,
people were expected to stop
and let a ‘gentleman’ pass or to tip
their hat to them in recognition
that they were of a superior class.
Revolutionary ideology ended
the practice during and after the
Revolution.

social mobility ability to move
up the social hierarchy on talent

not royal patronage

American dream the ideal that
all American citizens are entitled
to equal rights and the ability to
realise their ambitions

class consciousness a term to
describe a section of society all

holding the same ideas or values

heredity the passing of traits to

offspring from parents or ancestors
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middling sort or middling class was

an 18th-century term for people
with wealth, land or property who
engaged in commerce. The origin of

the modern term ‘middle class’.

artisans skilled workers drawn
from all levels of society, including
poor shoemakers and tailors to elite

metal workers or silversmiths

meritocracy a society based on
being recognised for one's talents
and ability and not from hereditary

connections

aristocracy a rigid social system
based entirely on one’s hereditary
or aristocratic connections (George
Washington was refused entry

into the officer class of the British
Army because he didn't have these
aristocratic class connections, no
matter how competent a soldier/

leader he became)

» Source 1.10 English social structure
during the 18th century (adapted
from Heycle, TW., The Peoples of

the British Isles: A New History. Vol. 2,
Lyceum, 2008, pp. 47-51). Note that

the Thirteen Colonies of North America Royalty
had a similar social structure, but it was
less rigidly defined - in part because
there was more land and opportunities
for people to prosper in the New »
World than in the Old. Nobility
/
Gentry
Rural Urban
Y The
SIS ‘Middling
freeholders S
and merchants
farmers and
professional
people
Cottagers:
farm labourers Artisans,
and shopkeepers,
domestic servants tradesmen

and their families

The labouring poor:
vagrants, beggars, thieves etc.

v Source 1.11 Benjamin Franklin Drawing Electricity from the

Sky, by Benjamin West, circa 1816
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As an American ambassador, Franklin would negotiate crucial
French financial and military aid to America in the Revolutionary
War against the British. His fame was built from his own talent

and merit instead of from any aristocratic leverage. A notion of a
meritocracy became possible in America and had begun to supplant
the entrenched centuries-old notion of aristocracy.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

By the time the American Revolution was underway,

Benjamin Franklin was, in Europe, indisputably the most
famous person from the Thirteen Colonie.
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The increase in in the colonies’ ethnic diversity since their founding added another layer of complexity for Britain
in trying to wield its authority after 1763. Just how British were the 13 colonies? One can see from Source 1.12 that

America’s ethnic diversity was considerable, particularly when compared with the more monocultural nations of Europe.

<

English 1287000 & ';:; Key
Africans 520000
Scots and Scots/Irish 302000
German 184000
Dutch 126000
Miscellaneous (Finns, Swedes, Belgians and others) 101000
Southern Irish 82000
First Nations Americans 38000
Convicts 30000
Total population 2670000

A Source 1.12 American population diversity pre-1763 (Cantwell, J., America in Revolution, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, p. 35)

FOCUS QUESTIONS 1.1

1 Examine Source 1.12. What problems can you see arising for Britain from the cultural diversity of
America on the cusp of the 1760s? Look at each group and consider their potential loyalty to Britain.
Be prepared to share your individual or group findings with the class.

2 Where did the convicts come from originally and where did they go once the Revolution began? How
did this affect Australia? Discuss your theories in class.

Religion zealot an ardent

The founding of America by religious zealots, exiles, dissidents, New World idealists and capitalists and fanatical

had a profound influence on the overtly evangelical nature of American society. The Pilgrim Fathers ellevzareifa

(Source 1.13) were Puritans, but in their wake came Baptists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Quiakcrs and, religious creed or

idea

later, Amish and Mennonites.

dissident a person
disagreeing with
the established
government or

system

<Source .13 A
representation of the
Pilgrim Fathers with their
minister John Robinson.
This is an engraving by John
Burnet, based on a painting
by Charles Lucy, c. 1847.




Great Awakening These groups sought new starts and a renewal or reawakening of their faith by escaping the
- . confines of European laws and customs. Northern colonies would especially be influenced by this
areligious revival in
independent, self-sufficient mindset, free from control of the state or established church authorities.
from the late The Great Awakening in mid-18th-century America was a religious resurgence of the power of a
e TG citizen (or a group of like-minded citizens) to determine the destiny of their own independent faith.
S O e S . . . . . .
This would soon bear fruit in terms of a self-sufficient desire for a more representative government
— if one can worship their own God in their own independent way without ordained priests,
reverends and pastors, or the oversight of the established Church (such as Anglicanism in Britain

and Catholicism in France), why shouldn’t one be able to govern a nation without kings or a distant
British Parliament?

American colonies

sparked by George
Whitfield (1714-70),
an itinerant English
Methodist preacher
whose evangelical

fervour and

eloquence led to Church type No.

many conversions Anglican 406

Anglican relating Baptist 457

to the Church of

England Congregational 749
Reformed 328 (Dutch 127 and German 201)

KEYT x>  Lutheran 240

STATISTIC &

Presbyterian 495

Quaker 200

Roman Catholic 56

A Source 1.14 The type and number of churches in the American colonies by 1780 (Gaustad, E., ‘Religion

Before the Revolution', inJ. Greene & . Pole (eds), The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the American Revolution,
Blackwell, Oxford, 1991, p. 69)

FOCUS QUESTIONS 1.2

1 The official and governing religious denomination of England at this time was the Anglican faith — or
the Church of England as it was known. Add together all the non-Anglican churches in America in 1780.
Can you make some conclusions about this fact? Be prepared to share your findings.

2 Briefly research the Quaker, Amish and Mennonite religious factions. How would these groups provide
challenges to British and to American authority? Be prepared to share your findings.
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< Source 1.15 St
Paul's Chapel in
New York City
was builtin 1766
as an Anglican
church. After the
Revolution, such
churches formed
the Episcopalian
Church in the
United States.
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Slavery

Please note: Today, most historians use the term ‘enslaved people’ instead of ‘slaves’. The usage of
‘owner’ or ‘master’ empowers the enslaver and dehumanises the enslaved person, reducing them to a
commodity rather than a person who has had slavery imposed upon them. The terms ‘slave’ and ‘slave

owner’ will still appear in various sources throughout this book, as this was convention at the time.

A system of slavery was well established by the time of the Revolution and both the British and the
American sides in the Revolutionary War of 1775-83 used African-Americans expediently. The
trans-Atlantic slave trade ultimately altered the course of American history and became an ongoing
cause of rebellions, exploitation, death, Civil Wars and Civil Rights debates, as well as fracturing
America into distinct regions of North and South.

The distinctly awful and harrowing experience of the capture and deportation of African enslaved
people is captured forcefully by Steven Spielberg’s 1997 film Amistad, while the experience of later
plantation life is depicted in Steve McQueen’s 2013 film 12 Years a Slave (see Source 1.16) and the
19th-century best seller by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin. That book was said to have

made the British sovereign Queen Victoria weep. Slavery would give the South its great distinction

from the North: culturally, economically, socially and politically.

Slave

slavery the forced
labour of human
beings without
payment; in the
American context
this refers to African
people taken from
their homeland
against their will. In
what was termed
‘chattel slavery’,
enslaved people
were the personal
property of the
‘master’ and could
be bought and
sold on a whim.
Husbands, wives
and children could
all be split and sold
separately. The
children of enslaved
people were also
enslaved for life,

and so were their

children.

< Source 1.16 Asstill from 12 Years a

Historian Simon Schama takes up some of these issues in his book Rough Crossings. The following description is

from an enslaved person who grew up on a Virginian plantation in the mid-1700s and eventually helped the British

Army during the Revolutionary War:

My oldest sister was called Patty; | have seen her several times so whipped that her back was all corruption,
as though it would rot. My brother Dick ran away, but they caught him and brought him home, and as they
were going to tie him up he broke away again and they hunted him with horses and dogs, till they took him;
then they hung him up to a cherry tree in the yard, by his two hands, quite naked except for his breeches with
his feet about half a yard from the ground. They tied his legs close together and put a pole between them at
one end of which one of the owner's sons sat, to keep him down and another son at the other. And after he
received 500 lashes or more, they washed down his back with salt water and whipped it in as well as rubbed

it in with a rag and then directly sent him to work in pulling off suckers of tobacco.

Source 1.17 Schama, S., Rough Crossings, Vintage Books, London, 2009, p. 117

Life for enslaved people in America was often ‘brutish, and short’ (a famous Thomas Hobbes’ quote), but consider

also that they first had to survive the ocean voyage from Africa. On a voyage from Africa to Jamaica in 1781, Captain

Luke Collingwood of a notorious slave ship (as ships built for transporting enslaved people were known) called the

Zong found himself in charge of a ship rife with illness. When a navigation error resulted in an extra week at sea,
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supplies started to run out. Already on this voyage 60 enslaved people had died on board the Zong along with seven
of the 14 white passengers. Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon who served on four slaving voyages between 1783 and

1787, recounted that (Schama, p. 188):
down in the hold, amid the slop of mucous, blood, faeces, urine and black vomit, slaves continued to sicken.
He wrote that the floors of a slaving ship were:

so covered in blood and mucous that it resembled a slaughterhouse. It is not in the power of human
imagination to picture to itself a situation more dreadful or more disgusting.

In his wisdom, Captain Collingwood thought what was needed was a mercy killing of selected enslaved people to
save the rest of the ship. Over the next few days, he ordered his crew to throw selected numbers of their ‘live cargo’

(African men, women and children) overboard. Schama states:

With the children it could not have been much labour, made light and soft from their sickness as they
were. But with the adult men and women two crewmen were needed, sometimes even a third ... As the
remainder suddenly comprehended what was to be done to them, the screaming and flailing against the
shackles started, and then, from those already in the water, there was some further impotent thrashing
until the waves closed over them. Sensing a meal from the wounds opened by the chafing of the irons,
sharks slid economically towards their prey.

Source 1.18 Schama, S., Rough Crossings, Vintage Books, London, 2009, pp. 189-90
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PLAN OF LOWER DECK WITH THE STOWAGE OF 292 SLAVES !

130 OF THESE BEINC STOWED UNDER THE SHELVES AS SHEWN IN FIGURE B &FIGURE 5.
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A Source 1.19 A diagram of how enslaved people were stowed on board the British slave ship Brookes
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v Source 1.20 An abolitionist print by Isaac Cruikshank, depicting an alleged incident of a an enslaved girl being
whipped to death aboard a slave ship in 1792.
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A Source 1.21 A sketch of European sailors throwing African enslaved people overboard during a sea voyage to the Americas, circa 1750
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Percentage of enslaved
people in total population, 1790

- Areas without enslaved people
or uncolonised

[ under 10% »
KEYT|
STATISTIC 10-30%
30-50%

50% or more

A Source 1.22 Percentage of enslaved people as a portion of the total population, as adapted from the 1790 census
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Magna Carta, 1215

From where did revolutionaries get their ideas during the American Revolution? The Magna Carta was a famous
English document from the 13th century that was constructed to constrain the power of a monarch in favour of
landowners and businesspeople. Two core principles from the Magna Carta underlay common American beliefs of
the revolutionary period:

No freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, disseised [dispossessed], outlawed, banished, or in any way
destroyed, nor will We proceed against or prosecute him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by
the law of the land.

To no one will We sell, to no one will We deny or delay, right or justice.

A Source 1.23 Left: Amodern representation of English King John signing the Magna Carta in 1215; Right: A page of the
document today

The American colonists used these principles as a source for their Constitution and the US Bill of Rights.
According to Professor Peter Mancall:

the Magna Carta mattered because it demonstrated limits to the power of the monarch, which became
one of the fundamental principles of British law.

The link between the documents was noted by Sir Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister during the
Second World War, who claimed that the Declaration of Independence was essentially a

restatement of Magna Carta values. Bill of Rights a declaration
of individual rights and
AMAZING BUT TRUE ... freedoms, usually issued by a
national government; a list of
Recently released British Cabinet documents from the Second World War fundamental rights included
revealed that Winston Churchill's government was prepared to give the in each state constitution. The
Americans one of the original surviving copies of the Magna Carta in return most well known in history is
for America joining the war against Nazi Germany. The British Parliament knew the American Bill of Rights

how highly regarded the Magna Carta was in America.

Prime Minister the elected
leader of the ruling party in
the British Parliament

Natural rights
ideology a governing set

Where else did American revolutionaries source their inspiration? John Locke (see Source _ ;
of ideas or beliefs held by a

group

1.24) was an influential 17th- and 18th-century English philosopher who contributed to
the main ideas and ideology of the American Revolution and the Founding Fathers of
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Enlightenment a British

and French philosophical
movement in the 18th
century whose ideas
would inspire many of
the American Founding
Fathers

natural rights John
Locke's idea that people
are entitled to certain
privileges and basic
freedoms simply because
they exist

treatise a formal and
systematic written
work that examines and

explains a specific subject

divine right the idea
that a king or queen is
placed in their position
by God and that all
others below them are

inferior

standing army an army
of professional soldiers
that is always combat
ready; seen as an affront
and risk to liberty under
Enlightenment ideals

social contract a
contract between those
in power and their
people or followers;
the American colonists
felt King George Il

had violated the social
contract, which justified

the Revolution

justified revolution the
idea that revolution is
both justified and right
if those in power have
trespassed on a citizen's

rights

ISBN 978-1-108-88706-9

the new American state. Locke’s writings A7 Essay Concerning Humane Understanding (1689)
and Two Treatises on Government (1690) and the Enlightenment movement itself found fertile
soil in the minds of Americans. In these documents, Locke argued that all human beings have
three ‘natural rights’ — Life, Liberty and Estate (or property) — that governments and royalty

should not infringe upon:

. life — everyone is entitled to live once they are created.

" liberty — everyone is entitled to do anything they wish as long as it doesn’t conflict with
the first right.

" estate — everyone is entitled to own all they create or gain through gift or trade so long as

it doesn’t conflict with the first two rights.
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A Source 1.24 John Locke, alongside his An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding and Two Treatises of
Government

In Locke’s first treatise, he disputed the concept of a monarch’s ‘divine right’ to rule. In his
second treatise, he attacked the need for a ‘standing army’ and its potential use as a tool by a
tyrant, and propounded the ‘social contract’ theory: that people have a right to revolt against
a government that infringes on their ‘natural rights’. The British Parliament’s trespassing on
these natural rights of American colonists provided ideological ammunition for the American
Revolution, with the ideas of natural rights, the social contract, the force of the British
standing army and justified revolution used by the Founding Fathers in their speeches,
countless newspaper pieces, personal correspondence, state papers, pamphlets, broadsides,
posters, cartoons, paintings and songs before, during and after the Revolution. Locke also
directly influenced Thomas Jefferson’s writings almost 100 years later when Jefferson penned

the Declaration of Independence, including the famous line:

All men are created equal and endowed with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

It is important to note that, like most historical standpoints, this view of Locke’s influence is
contested. For an alternative viewpoint, see Chapter 4 of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of
the United States, where he puts forward an interesting left-wing critique of Locke and some of
the motivations behind the American Revolution. For more on the use of political pamphlets,
see the Preface to Bernard Bailyn’s The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution.
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Several major French philosophers were also central to the Enlightenment, including Baron
de Montesquieu, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Denis Diderot and René Descartes. These men
argued that freedom, democracy, religious tolerance and reason were primary and central
values in society. Rousseau (1712-78; see Source 1.25), particularly in his book 7he Social
Contract (1762), argued that socicty was divided into the government and the people, with
cach keeping the other in check. The government runs the country, maintains law and
order, and protects the welfare of its citizens. The people pay for this stability and protection
through taxes. When the government exceeds the boundaries set in place by the people, it is
the mission of the people to abolish such government, and begin anew. The social contract is
broken. The American argument of justified revolution was born.

Two other major Enlightenment figures were John Trenchard
(1662-1723) and Thomas Gordon (circa 1690s-1750). In the
carly 18th century, they published a series of political critiques of

the British Government known as Cato’s Letters, which also had
a profound effect on the American revolutionary intelligentsia,
and also propounded the idea that standing armies are a prelude
to tyranny.

» Source 1.25 Portrait of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, by Maurice
Quentin de La Tour, circa 1750

FOCUS QUESTION 1.3

Examine how Enlightenment ideas were utilised by the colonists to justify and
legitimise their challenge to British authority. Be prepared to share your findings.

Glorious Revolution 1688 and the English Bill of
Rights 1689

During the 17th century, the reign of King James IT of England and VII of Scotland was
controversial. Part of the reason was that he was a Catholic while most of his realm, except
Ireland, had become Protestant. When the English and Scottish parliaments refused to
pass his measures giving religious tolerance to Catholics, he suspended them and tried to
rule by decree, which his opponents viewed as tyrannical. Leaders of the British ruling
classes invited the Protestant Prince William of Orange and his wife Mary Stuart (daughter
of King James, but Protestant) to replace James as joint monarchs, in both England and
Scotland. The English Parliament set up a new model of monarchical and parliamentary
power-sharing, replacing the divine right of the monarch with a contract between monarch
and citizens. It set up a Bill of Rights in 1689 to limit the power of the monarch. The
monarch could no longer dismiss a judge or create new courts without parliamentary
consent, nor maintain a standing army in peacetime or raise taxes. Together these events
were termed the Glorious Revolution, The monarch’s power had been contained by the

people’s representatives, Parliament.

broadside a large
poster-sized article that
could be displayed in

a public place, usually
containing a scathing
attack on one's enemies;
the Americans used

this form of media very
successfully against the
British
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Glorious Revolution
the union of English
parliamentarians and
William [l of Orange-
Nassau that overthrew
King James Il of England,
leading to his daughter
Mary Il and William 111
jointly taking the throne
(also known as the
Revolution of 1688)

English Bill of Rights

an Act of the British
Parliament passed in
1689, which declared the
rights and liberties of
citizens; it also settled the
succession of Mary Il and
William 111

Both the Glorious Revolution and the English Bill of Rights (based on Locke’s ideas) in time would serve as

ideological weapons for the American colonists as they used these precedents as political, legal, social, military

and economic constraints against their Very creators.
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»Source 1.26 An engraving
by Carey depicting the Bill of
Rights being presented to King
William Il and Queen Mary I,
prior to their coronation.

republic a form

of government
where elected
officials are chosen
by and represent
their citizens to
enforce the rule

of law. In modern
parlance, a republic
often means a
government without

a monarch.

civic virtue the
belief that a society
of virtuous citizens
could run a nation
and voluntarily
subordinate their
private interests
to the common
good of the whole
society; together
they could resist
the corruption

or tyranny of an

oppressive force

Republicanism

Where did American colonists get the idea that they could run their own government separate
from a king or queen, which was the major governing structure of most of the European powers for
hundreds of years? The Roman Republic and the Greek city-state (polis) of antiquity both served
as an inspiration for the Americans, in concert with what they had gleaned from the Magna Carta
and the Glorious Revolution.

Wealthy and well-educated citizens in Ancient Greece and Rome voluntarily subordinated their
private interests to the common good of the whole society. These participatory republics predicated
their stability and authority on the virtue of the citizenry as a whole and their resistance to corruption

or tyranny by the ruler (or rulers). Each citizen was required to display what is called civic virtue and

thus had a role to play in keeping their society stable. If the ruler became a tyrant, then the most able and most civically

virtuous citizen’s duty was to oust them and replace them with a better system or candidate. Julius Caesar’s assassination

and America’s eventual rejection of George I11 in the Declaration of Independence fit this pattern.
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Citizenship, in these societies, was generally associated with some form of land holding (enslaved people excluded)

as it was thought that landowners had more invested in the society and the public good. Eighteenth-century

republicans believed a person with ‘virtue’ owned property, possessed an intrinsic sense of morality and was willing

to subordinate his own interests for the interests of the community; that is, the public good. These were the only

sorts of people whom Founding Father Benjamin Franklin thought capable of freedom. Republican government

was, by design, antithetical to monarchies or aristocracies.

The preservation of liberty rested on the ability of the people to maintain effective checks on the wielders of power.

As historian Bernard Bailyn put it:

Virtuous citizens needed to be strong defenders of liberty and challenge the corruption and greed in
government. The duty of the virtuous citizen became a foundation for the American Revolution.

Source 1.27 Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, The Belknap Press, Cambridge, 1967,

The French and Indian War is the name given to the North American theatre of
the Seven Years’ War — a global conflict involving the European empires of Britain,
France and Spain. The French and Indian War was a conflict that had multiple
repercussions for the American Revolution, including the following:

= It brought George Washington into the historical frame, serving as a major in
the Virginia militia attached to the British Army.

= It caught First Nations Americans in the terrible position of being used by both
France and Britain in a deadly game of European conquests.

= Itopened up the territory west of the 13 Colonies for expansion land sales and
speculation, in line with the notion that in the 19th century would be called
manifest destiny, which would see the whole American continent taken over
by Europeans.

* France’s defeat in the war provided them with yet another reason for vengeance

against the British, by supporting the American Revolutionaries.
= Itincreased European settlers’ fear of ‘Indians’.
= It blooded a generation of Americans in war on the frontier.

= Finally, it created an enormous economic black hole in Britain’s finances that
would be shifted to the American colonies to repay in a series of taxation
measures from 1764-73. This alone would have disastrous consequences for
Britain.

Ultimately, the war sounded the death knell of French control of North America
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic Circle. The Treaty of Paris (1763)

that formally ended the war gave all French lands west of the Appalachians

to Britain, including the Ohio River Valley and Qu;:bec (which in those

days stretched south of the Great Lakes). The subsequent British Royal
Proclamation Line (created by the Proclamation Act 1763) led to an uneasy
truce and was a source of contention to all British, French, American and First
Nations’ interests for years to come. American colonists’ resentment of the line

was a cause of the Revolutionary War.

Enlarged edition, 1992

manifest destiny the 19th-century
American establishment belief that
all of America would and should
eventually be conquered and be

rightfully theirs

frontier land not controlled by
colonialists beyond an established
border

Treaty of Paris (1763) a peace treaty
ending the Seven Years' War between
France and Britain fought mainly in

North America

Appalachians a mountain range in
eastern North America that bordered

most of the Thirteen Colonies

Royal Proclamation Line a border
that ran the length of the Appalachian
Mountains, skirting the western
border of most of the Thirteen
Colonies, which Britain forbade its
colonists to cross; created by the
British Proclamation Act 1763, arising
out of the Treaty of Paris (1763)
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A Source 1.28 A representation of the French and Indian War, The Death of General Wolfe, by Benjamin West, 1770

SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL ,

George Washington (1732-99)
Part 1

= George Washington was arguably the most famous American in
his own lifetime, and also the most famous figure in US history
(though Abraham Lincoln also has strong claims on this title).

= Washington's contribution is significant because he figured in
the American Revolution at several crucial points, capturing the
hearts and minds of revolutionary America as well as winning the
Revolutionary War and becoming President of the United States
by 1789 (more on this in Part 2).

Early life and career (1732-76)

Born and raised in Virginia to Augustine and Mary Ball Washington,
George's father was an enslaver and tobacco plantation owner. He
was of largely English descent; his ancestor, John Washington, had
immigrated from Sulgrave, England, to Virginia in 1657. At the time,
Virginia and most of the southern colonies were ‘slave societies’ and,
in a way, were far more British in outlook than the northern colonies
— they possessed a ruling elite, into which Washington was born.
Washington was a classic example of a British-American colonial
elite whose family looked to the Mother Country. In fact, it was only

A Source 1.29 The earliest authenticated

portrait of Washington (in his 40s)
wearing his Virginia militia uniform from
the French and Indian War, by Charles
Willson Peale, 1772

the premature death of his father that prevented George from following his brothers and receiving his

education at the Appleby School in England.
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A Source 1.30 A chromolithographic representation of Washington at his home in Mount Vernon, painted by G. F. Gilman, 1876

He was tutored at home and then sent to a school near
Fredericksburg run by an Anglican clergyman. If education
at the hands of a Church of England clergyman didn't
establish his English credentials, then early talk of securing

a post as a midshipman in Britain’s Royal Navy when he
turned 15 certainly did. He inherited enormous wealth from
his half-brother Lawrence in 1752 and later from his wife
Martha Custis. Lawrence had a powerful connection to the
Fairfax family, and at age 17 George was appointed as official
surveyor for Culpeper County. This was a lucrative post that
facilitated his purchase of land in the Shenandoah Valley,
thus launching a career as a land speculator that would later
cause him to state that the Royal Proclamation Line of 1763
(restricting land settlements west of the Appalachians) was

a 'temporary’ barrier; in fact, he was surveying land beyond

the line at the time for future investment. ?/f/ %é % '{7 o B WMJM
///7{//)//

Lawrence was a commander in the Virginian Militia and, !
along with Washington's father, Augustine, a co-founder of . '/%7““‘” 7
the Ohio Company - a land investment company funded
by Virginian investors. These connections and George's

] ) . . . A Source 1.31 A page from Washington's surveying
imposing physique (he stood over six feet, which was tall el Zbey 27, 47

continued. ..
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continued. ..

for the time) brought him to the attention of the Lieutenant Governor, Robert Dinwiddie. Effectively, the
British system of royal favour and connections facilitated his career. He would lead the revolution that
would destroy that very system.

Washington was commissioned into the Virginia Militia as a major in 1753; at the same time, he joined the
Freemasons. At this point, the Ohio Company, which had been granted land by the Crown in the Ohio
Valley, was having its claims tested by French interests. Governor Dinwiddie dispatched the young major
with a letter for the local French Commander Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, who refused to vacate
the land. Prior to this meeting Washington had befriended an allied Iroquois chief, Tanacharison, at
Logstown. They devised an ambush of what the French claim was a diplomatic party, under the command
of the French officer Joseph Coulon de Jumonville. This resulted in the death of de Jumonville and a
counter-attack at Fort Necessity, where Washington was humiliatingly taken prisoner and forced to sign a
document of surrender before being allowed to return to Virginia. Thus, Washington literally began the
global Seven Years' War (aka French and Indian War) that would ultimately be the catalyst for the end of
British rule in the Thirteen Colonies.

His taste for military ventures was whetted, and he was involved in British General Edward Braddock's
disastrous expedition in the Ohio Valley that resulted in the Battle of the Monongahela 1755,

where Washington performed well, rallying British troops and colonial militia to fight on after the death
of Braddock.

A Source 1.32 A depiction of George Washington on horseback at the Battle of the Monongahela, 9 July 1755. Painted by Junius
Brutus Stearns, 1854.

It is clear from this action he learnt a lot about the strengths and weaknesses of the British Army and its
handling of tactics and strategy in the American wilderness. Due to his experience he repeatedly sought
and was denied a regular commission in the British Army between 1755 and 1757. His ‘class’ in British
circles was seen as inferior, as we have mentioned previously, and Washington in disgust left the British
Army and returned to Virginia. It is interesting to speculate what would have eventuated had the British
accepted his offers. By 1758, he was a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses and was involved
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with opposing the Stamp Act of 1765, stating that the British Parliament had no
right to ‘put their hands in my pockets without my consent’ (see Chapter 2 for
more on this). From 1768 to 1769 Washington led a continent-wide boycott of
British goods in opposition to the Townshend Duties (see Chapter 3). In 1774

he approved the Fairfax Resolves and brought them to the House of Burgesses
(Virginia Convention). Finally, he attended both Continental Congresses and was
appointed Commander in Chief of the Continental Army in 1775, after turningup ~ Stamp Act a British
to the Second Congress in the uniform of a full Virginian Colonel, thereby shoring  law of 1765 to raise
up an alliance of the southern states with New England (see Chapter 4). funds from the

Virginia House

of Burgesses the
representative
colonial assembly of

Virginia

Thirteen Colonies.
Importantly, his opposition towards the Proclamation Line in 1763 should be seen

in the light of his position as a tobacco plantation holder. Any restriction on land
acquisition for plantation holders meant penury (extreme poverty), as tobacco
sucked nutrients out of the ground and further land was always being sought by
plantation owners. Land equalled wealth in Virginia.

This proved

to be greatly
unpopular and

was a key source

of revolutionary
For Part 2 of this profile on Washington'’s life from 1776 to 1789, see Chapter 6. tension through the
1760s.

boycott the
deliberate choice
to avoid purchasing
goods as a protest
against their
manufacturer or

country of origin

<Source 1.33 A depiction
of George Washington and
people he enslaved at his
plantation in Mount Vernon.
Painted by Junius Brutus
Stearns, 1853.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

George Washington is one of the most famous Americans of all time. His image is on the $1 bill, meaning
he is literally in every American home and possibly in every American pocket at any given time.

A Source 1.34 George Washington on the US$1 bill
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salutary neglect

a term in American
history that refers
to the unofficial and
long-term 17th- and
18th-century British
policy of lenient

or lax enforcement
of parliamentary
laws meant to keep
American colonies

obedient to England

Grenville, George
the British Prime
Minister who
devised the

Sugar Act 1764
and the Stamp

Act 1765 to raise
colonial revenue
for Britain; these
were spectacularly
unsuccessful in
America and cost
him his job as Prime

Minister

Coined by British Prime Minister Robert Walpole (served 1721-42), the term ‘salutary neglect’
is used to denote the period of 150 years from the early decades of the 1600s until 1763 in which
the American colonies were virtually self-governed. Britain had too much on its imperial agenda to
concentrate much energy on its newest venture in America. Only after the French and Indian War
(1754-63) did King George III, Prime Minister George Grenville and the British Parliament
find the time to focus on colonial America’s domestic and foreign policy. Salutary neglect ended

in 1763, with Britain attempting to extract more revenue (income) from its colonies — as opposed
to just regulating normal trade — in order to pay for the massive French and Indian War debt in
excess of £130 million.

A Source 1.35 George Grenville as painted by William A Source 1.36 An engraving of British Parliament:
Hoare, 1764 the House of Commons, circa 1760s

SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL .

King George III (1738-1820)

= George lll had his coronation ceremony in 1760 and remained the King of Britain for 59 years.

= An heir of the Hanoverian dynasty, George Ill was the third Hanoverian monarch and yet the first to be
born in England, speak English as his native language and be brought up in the Anglican faith. In fact, he
never even visited Hanover in Germany.

= George lll received an education in science and the arts that was heavily influenced by Enlightenment
thinking. As king, he became known as ‘Farmer George' due to his attention to more modern
agricultural and industrial techniques.

= However, despite this progressive thinking, George's politics and his appointments as a constitutional
monarch remained highly conservative throughout his reign.

= His time as monarch was marked by his kingdom being involved in various military conflicts, accompanied
by his firm resolve to maintain the empire he inherited and was extremely proud of. Despite the fact that
George lIl almost exclusively followed the policies of his appointed ministers, due to his traditional nature
and imperialist leaning, he is often depicted as the initiator of the American Revolution.
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= After the loss of the North American colonies, George Ill considered abdicating the throne due to his
personal distress at the situation. However, in his later years, George Ill grew to accept the independence
of the United States and started trying to rebuild a relationship between the two nations.

= Upon his death, the Prince Regent became King George IV.

A Source 1.38 A paragraph from George llI's accession speech in his own
handwriting, from 6 December 1766. The paragraph reads: ‘Born and educated
in this country, | glory in the name of Britain, and the peculiar happiness of my life
will ever consist in promoting the welfare of a people, whose loyalty and warm
affection to me | consider as the greatest and most permanent security of my
throne!

A Source 1.37 King George Il in
coronation robes, by Allan Ramsay,
circa 1765

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

George lll is known to many people today because of the stage play and film The Madness of King George.
In his lifetime, it is known that he was taken by several bouts of a severe and mysterious illness (diagnosed
in the 1960s as acute porphyria — but today considered to be a mental illness such as bipolar disorder).

George Ill had one particularly strange symptom: when he was ill his body allegedly produced blue urine!

HISTORICAL INTERPRETATIONS 1.1

For the Revolutions History course, in SACs and the end of year Examination, you are required to

write about historians’ or others’ interpretations of history. This is a difficult concept to grasp at first, but not
impossible. Imagine that two people from the time of the American Revolution, an enslaved person and a
colonial elite, like George Washington, were both asked to recount their experiences of that time. Due to their
varied experiences, as you might expect, both would give us very different accounts about the past —and
both would be correct. That was their reality. You have to take into account a person'’s biographical story to
understand where they are coming from. The way a historian sees the world and puts their thoughts on paper
works in the same manner. One's life experiences, religious beliefs, political persuasion, education and so on
flavour the way one sees the world. Historians are people and are affected in the same way.

The term 'historical interpretations’ relates to the study of the writing and interpretation of

the past by historians. (You may come across the term ‘historiography’ in your research historiography
for VCE Revolutions - this is the formal term for historical interpretations). That is, it looks the writing and
at methods used by historians to determine what occurred in history and how it should be interpretation of the

regarded. It tries to decipher a historian's interpretation of a nation, group, person, eventor  past
fact to find the truth being presented.

continued. ..
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continued. ..

In short, the dominant perspective on the American Revolution by the bulk of the Western historians,
especially Americans, is a very positive interpretation of what happened. In this view, America is a brilliant

nation and the Founding Fathers are exceptional, beating the 18th-century world’s most dominant

political and military power. This can be termed a very positive interpretation or in this case a ‘right-wing’
or an orthodox interpretation.

A 'left-wing' interpretation is a more critical or negative interpretation of America and the Founding

Fathers, focusing on controversial issues of slavery, class inequality, gender inequality and the treatment
of First Nations Americans. These two opposite poles of right wing and left wing are important concepts
to understand as you continue through the course. After working through a range of sources in class and
at home, you should begin to see some of these different interpretations emerge.

THE STORY SO FAR

America’s founding was in part a by-product of a global power struggle between competing European
nations in which Britain emerged as the dominant power.

Slavery was an ongoing undercurrent of tension in America that would frustrate the making of the New
Society, influence the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, and eventually
fracture the North and the South and climax in a massive Civil War in 1861.

Enlightenment ideals from French and British philosophers found fertile soil in the New World - a remote
continent far removed from the strict hierarchies, class snobbery and lack of economic opportunity within
staid European monarchies.

Precedents set by the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights, the Glorious Revolution and republican ideas
dating back to antiquity became powerful agents of change in America’s intelligentsia and the Founding
Fathers, like Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, John Adams and Alexander Hamilton.
Religious freedom was fundamental to a post—Great Awakening America. This led naturally to the idea that
kings were not needed and citizens could organise their own government.

Long after the Treaty of Paris (1763), the French and Indian War of 1754-63 produced social, economic,
political and military repercussions both in Europe and America.

America enjoyed unofficial economic and political independence for 150 years in the ‘salutary neglect’
period prior to 1763. Britain’s attempts to rein in that independence after 1763 sowed the seeds for formal
independence.




Define key terms

In this activity, you will review your understanding of the key issues analysed in the chapter. By writing a brief
explanation after reading each chapter, you will gradually build up a glossary of comprehensive notes for revision.
Write explanations defining each of the following,

Significant ideas and events Significant individuals
First Nations George Washington
European colonisation King George lll

The Thirteen Colonies
Mercantilism

Aristocracy

Slavery

The Enlightenment

Natural Rights

Magna Carta
Republicanism

The French and Indian War
Salutary neglect

Proclamation Act 1763

Establishing historical significance

This activity encourages you to learn the material presented and begin developing your own opinions. Answer
Y Yy b4
precisely using two or three key points to write a punchy analysis. These points will become a core of an argument

that in the VCE might have to be sustained over a paragraph or essay.

Using your knowledge of what you have learnt so far, predict and explain how you think each of the following
factors would later fuel the revolutionary cause:

= the effect of Enlightenment ideas in the colonies

®  British mercantilism

= the French and Indian War

= the period of salutary neglect.
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Constructing historical arguments

Historical events are often quite complex, and this is reflected in the essay questions used in this text and in the
examinations. Provocative words and controversial ideas are used, giving you the opportunity to agree or disagree
with different parts of the statement. This section enables you to practise the skills of relevantly answering the

question, forming your own arguments supported by persuasive evidence and constructing logical, flowing answers.
1 Just how ‘British” were the American colonies on the cusp of 17632
2 What factors allowed America to develop its early Northern and Southern distinction by 17632

3 What were the implications and outcomes of the French and Indian War that contributed to the American

Revolution?

Using quotes as sources

Wrrite a sentence using a short phrase from one of the quotes below, or contrast the views from a few quotes. You can also
use any of the quotes used throughout this chapter. Quotes can be used directly or paraphrased into your own words.

The French and Indian War (Seven Years War)

The end... saw British politicians determined to assert the mother country’s superiority.
Edward Countryman

With England victorious over France in the Seven Years’ War (known in America as the French and Indian
War), expelling them from North America, ambitious colonial leaders were no longer threatened by the
French. They now had only two rivals left: the English and the Indians. Howard Zinn

The period between the twelve years war and the First Continental Congress saw changed relations
between the government and the governed. Gordon Wood

Online research suggestions

This activity provides students and teachers with links to valuable resources available online. These suggestions have
also been briefly annotated to explain their value.

=  Alpha History (access via http://cambridge.cdu.au/redirect/9504)
A website of VCE and university-level history content including summaries, timelines, graphics, documents and
historiography on all four VCE Revolution topics.

= Crash Course — US History (access via http://cambridge.edu.au/redirect/9505).
Knowledgeable and geeky US author John Green covers difficult concepts of American history in an accessible
way. It has plenty of short lectures on many of the big topics of American history and several pertinent ones on
the Revolution.

= Khan Academy - US History (https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history) A resource that also

covers difficult concepts of American history in an accessible way.
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Overview

America’s quasi-independence and self-sufficiency for more than 150 years of salutary neglect ended in 1763 with the Treaty

of Paris. By defeating France in the French and Indian War (1754-63), Britain gained control of virtually the whole of North
America. The end of the French and Indian War meant Britain could concentrate all its energies on a more direct governance of
its rapidly expanding American colonies. The potential, resources, people and future wealth of America could now be properly
harnessed to enrich the Mother Country. The strategy of British involvement in colonial acquisitions was heavy investment

and then heavy returns. This approach was the basis of the British Empire, which at its peak dominated almost a quarter of the
world’s land mass and population.

America’s peculiar New World foundation - the political, social, religious and economic experiences of the colonists — would
in time be a point of fracture from the Old World order of the British Empire. The more the British attempted to rein in the
American colonies from 1763 onwards, the more these points of fracture were revealed. This chapter highlights some of these
early points of difference, tension and fracture.

Key issues

After completing this chapter, you should be able to answer these questions:
= What were the outcomes of the French and Indian War?

»  What was the Proclamation Act?

= What was Pontiac’s Rebellion?

= What were the colonial assemblies?

= What was meant by ‘no taxation without representation’?

=  Who was John Hancock?

* How did Britain try to force the American colonies to pay for its debts?
* How did the Americans respond?

= Who were the Sons of Liberty?

= Who was Patrick Henry (Part 1)?

=  Who was Samuel Adams?

Digital resources for this chapter

In the Interactive Textbook:
Video and audio sources and questions

Digital activities

< Source 2.0 Patrick Henry Before the Virginia House of Burgesses by Peter F. Rothermel, 1851
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Flow of chapter

How is this chapter structured?

AFTERMATH OF THE
FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR

PROCLAMATION ACT Pontiac's Rebellion

COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES Enlightenment ideas

Significant individual: James
Ol ACTUAL AND VIRTUAL Significant individual: John
Mercantilism renewed REPRESENTATION Hancock
Sugar Act 1764

American response BRITISH TAXES

Stamp Act 1765

RESOLUTION OF THE
STAMP ACT CONGRESS

Significant individual: Patrick SONS OF LIBERTY Significant individual: Samuel
Henry Adams

Quartering Act 1765

American response BRITISH ACTS

Declaratory Act 1766

Chapter timeline

What are the key events of the American Revolution covered in this chapter?

OCTOBER 1765

1642 Sons of Liberty formed
Formation of the House MAY 1763 S A Stamp Act Congress in
of Burgesses Pontiac’s Rebellion Stamp Act established New York
k]
T MARCH 1766
£ 0’[; i Declaratory Act
g established

FEBRUARY 1763 APRIL 1764 AUGUST 1765 FEBRUARY 1766
End of the French Sugar Act established Quartering Act Repeal of Stamp Act
and Indian War established
Start of

Proclamation Act
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CHAPTER 2 GROWING OPPOSITION TO BRITAIN, 1763-66

2.1 Aftermath of the French and Indian War,
1754-63

It is unlikely that you will be asked a VCE exam question about the titanic battles or other specific events of

the French and Indian War (1754-63). However, the significance, the outcomes and repercussions of this war
profoundly affected both America and Britain from 1763 onwards. Those repercussions were social, economic,
political and eventually military, and caused England to attempt to recoup costs of that war at the expense of the

American colonies.

The war left a massive black hole in excess of £130 million (a debt in the billions in today’s money) in the “Tox T KEY
British Government’s purse. The subsequent British revenue-raising taxes of the Sugar Act 1764, Stamp Act @STAT
1765, Townshend Duties of 1767 and the Tea Act 1773 were all an attempt to finance the administration of the

American economy and to wind back the war debt. Other repercussions are also teased out in this chapter.

2.2 The Proclamation Act and Pontiac’'s Rebellion

Vv Source 2.1 A map of the east coast of America in 1763, showing the 13 British colonies and the Proclamation Line

Hudson Bay Company 49° Nova

Scotia

Province of
Quebec

\

A,
S, \
OO
47,,7
lion Line of 17,
63

Indian
Reserve

Original 13 British Colonies in America in 1763

/}

VA — Virginia (est. 1607)

MASS - Massachusetts (est. 1620)

NH — New Hampshire (est. 1623)

MD - Maryland (est. 1634)

CONN - Connecticut (est. 1636)

RI - Rhode Island (est. 1636)

DEL - Delaware (est. 1638)

SC - South Carolina (est. 1653)

NC - North Carolina (est. 1653)

East NJ — New Jersey (est. 1664)
Florida NY — New York (est. 1664)

. PA - Pennsylvania (est. 1682)

) GA — Georgia (est. 1732)

West Florida
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The Treaty of Paris 1763 (not to be confused with the later Treaty of Paris in 1783) consolidated Britain’s victory in
the French and Indian War (1754-63) and took virtually all French possessions in North America, conceding only
a few areas to the French province of Quebec in British Canada. These concessions became a thorn in America’s
ambitions for conquests into that territory, and would flare up in 1774 with the Quebec Act being added to the
Coercive Acts of that year (see Chapter 4).

=5 Part of the Treaty of Paris of 1763 was Britain’s new commitment to containing colonial westward
expansion via legislation such as the Proclamation Act (or Royal Proclamation). This created a

Proclamation Line, a line that was forbidden to cross and which restricted land settlements west of
the Appalachian Mountains between Georgia and Massachusetts. Britain did this in an attempt to

Pontiac’s contain colonial American opportunistic and (as they saw it) illegal land-grabbing from ‘Indian’,
Rebellion led French and British territory, as well as to avoid the cost of having to police those areas, which would
by ChiefPontiac, 44 to the already significant French and Indian War debt.

an attempt by an i
. . Pontiac, an Ottawa chief, saw that Britain’s treatment of First Nations Americans was arrogant
alliance of warriors o - ] ]
from various First and mean-spirited, but knew that the unfettered ambitions of colonial Americans would be even
, ) more disastrous. (Pontiac was to be proved right over the course of the next two centuries.) Pontiac
Nations tribes to ] ; ] L,
) B ) coordinated a series of attacks up and down the Appalachians that became known as Pontiac’s
drive British soldiers . . . .
) Rebellion. Many white settlers and soldiers were murdered and their forts, homes and property
and colonial settlers . . . - . . . .
. . destroyed in reprisal raids for the similar treatment of First Nations Americans over the previous
out of their lands in

1763 decades. Fears of ‘Indian’ attacks became a part of the American frontier psyche, and a very

unhappy aspect of American history over the next two centuries.

A Source 2.2 No authenticated images of Pontiac A Source 2.3 A 19th-century woodcut depicting Pontiac in a war council
are known to exist. This interpretation was
painted by John Mix Stanley, circa 1835-50.

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin all had land speculation interests across the
Proclamation Line and actively flouted British law in obtaining property west of that line. Washington famously
said the Proclamation Act in 1763 ‘was a temporary expedient to quiet the minds of the Indians’. That is, a temporary
measure made to just keep ‘Indians’ happy. He and many other colonial elites ignored this law, even though they
were supposed to be loyal to Britain.

Not only did this British policy upset the wealthy American colonists, but it also hurt many frontiersmen, poor
settlers and former colonial soldiers who felt they had fought to win this land from the French and that it should
now be rightfully theirs.
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The colonial assemblies were the equivalent of state governments in Australia, but they were not property

answerable to a domestic federal government — as Australian states are. Each of the Thirteen Colonies . .
qualification

was autonomous, answerable only to themselves and Britain. From the 1600s onwards, the American an assets-based

colonial assemblies enjoyed 150 years of virtual self-government of their own territories, as Britain was N
preoccupied by empire building and fighting rival powers for European and international dominance. ) £

a certain amount
Britain also had its own domestic political, social and economic problems. This period in America ¢ .
was known as ‘salutary neglect’ (see Section 1.8). Significantly, the colonial assemblies blooded ° propsr f)’ or
(or prepared) the generation of politicians that rose to prominence in the period 1763-89. The best mor;;y elore one
politicians of each colony’s colonial assembly were chosen for the First and Second Continental qualines to vote or
Congresses in 1774 and 1775, and then for the Constitutional Convention in 1787 and finally for

the brand-new federal government in 1789. These men, such as James Madison from the Virginia

to be elected to

government

Colonial Assembly (the elite Virginia House

R T AT
|

of Burgesses), would in time actually design
the structure of an independent American

govcrnment.

Each colonial assembly’s governance

was based on the British political system

(a Charter, signed by the King, gave legitimacy
and authority) and in many respects laid

the groundwork for the republican-style
government that would later emerge. Most
assemblies had a property qualification.

This required a male to have a certain level of
wealth in order to satisfy the eligibility criteria
for voting in an election or standing for the
colonial assembly. The opportunity to vote
and to be involved in government spread to a

greater number of white males with property

in America than any other similar group in

any other nation at the same time. White A Source 2.4 This coloured engraving from 1833 depicts the first Colonial
. . . Assembly in Virginia, 1619.

males could get rich far more quickly in

America because of easy access to cheap land

and unlimited employment opportunities. As historian Edwin Perkins put it:

Three vital economic factors had a profound effect on population growth and the structure of the
economy: the colonies had a surplus of fertile land and other natural resources but shortages of labor
and capital required for development. The ownership of land was the main goal of pre-industrial peoples,
and in North America that goal was in reach of almost every free citizen ... Except in certain areas of New
England, population pressure did not hold down the median size of farms ... Farmers, who comprised
about three-quarters of the colonial workforce, typically lived on properties containing 60 to 100 acres, a
huge farm by European standards.

Source 2.5 Greene, . & Pole, )., The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the American Revolution, Blackwell, Oxford, 1991, p. 54

The British Royal Governors were the British government’s direct representatives in each of the Thirteen Colonies,
who helped run each colonial assembly. The payment of these men was a flawed system as the assembly not only
controlled revenue from local taxes but also dictated the Royal Governor’s salary. The Governor did not want to bite

the hand that fed him and so a conflict of interest arose.
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The Royal Proclamation of 1763 reasserted the role of Royal Governors to the colonists:

... our loving Subjects should be informed of our Paternal care, for the security of the Liberties and
Properties of those who are and shall become Inhabitants thereof ... We have also given Power to the
said Governors, with the consent of our Said Councils, and the Representatives of the People so to be
summoned as aforesaid, to make, constitute, and ordain Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances for the Public
Peace, Welfare, and good Government of our said Colonies, and of the People and Inhabitants thereof, as
near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England. ...

GOD SAVE THE KING
Source 2.6 The Royal Proclamation of 1763

FOCUS QUESTION 2.1 Itis V\.Iortl'.l noting d.lat an assembly c01'11d witl}hold thej salary of a Governor i.fhe tri.ed to
exercise his powers in a way that conflicted with the wishes of the local colonial legislature.

Why was the Royal That said, some assemblies were closed for opposing British policy. Assemblies in New
Brae Fimaiien @amievarsEl York, Boston and Virginia were all shut down by their respective Royal Governors for
e AN E e callaEs breaches of British law, such as during the Quartering Act 1765.

Discuss with a partner. Therefore, even though overtly loyal to the British Empire from the early days of

colonisation, the colonial assemblies would increasingly play an important role in

harnessing the power of the growing protest movement, and forming collective responses to

legislature the British actions in the American Revolution. To that end, the colonial assemblies instigated
political body or some very important documents during the Revolution. They include the Virginia Resolves
assembly which of 1765, which contained the famous line:

is empowered to an attack, made on one of our sister colonies, to compel submission to arbitrary

make and change taxes, is an attack made on all British America.

laws (legislation),
Also issued were the Declaration of Rights of the Stamp Act Congress in 1765; Samuel

Adams’ Massachusetts Circular Letter in 1768; and, obviously, Thomas Jefferson’s
Declaration of Independence 1776.

like a parliament

Enlightenment ideas

As mentioned in Chapter 1, Locke and Rousseau were part of a wave of modern thinkers involved
intelligentsiathe  in the Enlightenment movement. Popular with the intelligentsia of France and England, the

well-educated  ideas of ‘natural rights’ and ‘social contract’ found fertile soil in America also. Colonists felt

thinkers, writersand  the British monarch, King George III, had violated their natural rights and the social contract

artists of a society that existed between him and his subjects. By 1776 this became a justification for him being
overthrown. The Declaration of Independence was inspired by those very ideas: ‘certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness’ Thomas Jefferson,
Thomas Paine, Samuel and John Adams, John Dickinson and George Washington were all Founding Fathers who
took up the cause of ‘natural rights’.

One American who took up these ideas passionately was Bostonian lawyer James Otis, who would be, knowingly
and unknowingly, a part of the broad dissemination of Enlightenment ideas to the American masses.

FOCUS QUESTION 2.2

From your reading of Chapters 1 and 2, as well as other sources, establish three or four reasons why
Enlightenment ideas would undermine British authority in many of the Thirteen Colonies, and contribute
to the American Revolution by 1776. Give specific examples and be prepared to share your findings.
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SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL

James Otis (1725-83)

= James Otis was one of the early and truly influential
Bostonians, whose legal training and great oratory
skills made him a noted adversary to British
intrusions into American affairs.

= Otis used many of the Enlightenment ideas to plant
the seeds of revolution. In a famous court case in
1761, he argued on behalf of Boston merchants
against the hated British Writs of Assistance.
His speech at that trial, which was published and
entitled Against the Writs of Assistance, galvanised
some foundation members of the early revolutionary
movement.

= Men like John Hancock and Samuel Adams, whose
businesses would directly benefit from a lack of close
inspection by British officials, had found a brilliant
ally in Otis. Otis also inspired John Adams, another
noted celebrity in the Revolution. John Adams said of
hearing Otis’ speech in court: ‘Every man appeared
to me to go away as | did, ready to take arms against
the writs of assistance.’

= Like many of the Founding Fathers, Otis had a
revenge motive against Britain: in his case, because
his father had been passed over as Chief Justice of Massachusetts in favour
of Thomas Hutchinson. Ironically, Hutchinson was the magistrate in Otis’
court case and had the Writs of Assistance case thrown out of court. This
family slight became one of the great motivations for Otis taking on the
anti-British cause.

= Otis disputed the British Parliament's right to tax colonies, with his 1764
pampbhlet Rights of British Colonies Asserted and Proved espousing ideas of
natural rights and ‘no taxation without representation’.

= Otis also headed the Stamp Act Congress in 1765, an important precursor
to the Continental Congress 10 years later. Nine of the Thirteen Colonies
attended the Stamp Act Congress in New York. The slow fusion of an
embryonic American nation was beginning.

Although sentiment was strong in the other colonies to attend the congress,
colonial governors loyal to Britain took steps to ensure that their respective
colonial legislatures could not meet to select and send delegates to the meeting
in New York in October 1765.

Eventually, Otis was severely injured in a bar fight that left him with a brain
injury. This blunted his extensive mental powers and developed into a
debilitating mental illness, leading Samuel Adams to take up Otis’ role in leading
the revolutionary movement in Boston. Otis died in 1783 after being struck by
lightning in his doorway.

A Source 2.7 A portrait of James Otis by John Singleton
Copley, circa 1760

Writ of Assistance

a search warrant from
the British Government
permitting a search

for contraband items
in American homes,
warehouses, shops,
ships etc.

Hutchinson,
Thomas (1711-80)

a businessman and
governor from
Massachusetts, who
became hated for not
publicly opposing the
Stamp Act

Stamp Act Congress
the first unified mass
meeting of nine of

the Thirteen Colonies
in North America, to
determine a course of
collective action against

Britain's Stamp Act

continued. ..
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...continued

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

< Source 2.8 A later engraving of James Otis' last residence
in Andover, Massachusetts from 1860

The beating Otis took in 1769 was for his patriotic writings, and it rendered him ‘insane’. Otis was not
harmful to himself or others, but he was no longer the brilliant, fiery Patriot he once was. On the day of

the Battle of Bunker Hill in July 1775, Otis was under the care of his sister. He snuck away from her house,
managed to get a rifle and then walked to Breed's Hill. Otis volunteered to fight, took some unknown part
in the battle, and then simply walked home.

actual representation a form of
democratic government in which
every citizen is represented in the
government by someone acting
on his or her behalf (in Australia,
your local, state and federal
members perform this role for
you, and you can approach them

directly)

‘No taxation without
representation’ a popular
revolutionary slogan that argues
that taxes can only be levied on
a populace by its own elected
representatives

virtual representation a
system where the citizens are
loosely represented by the entire
legislature; the citizen is not

involved in the election process

ISBN 978-1-108-88706-9

One of the contentious issues in America was sovereignty. With each colony being
self-sufficient, the colonial assembly had the power to tax in its own colony. The
people in that colonial assembly were voted in by their constituents, to whom they
were directly answerable. If they didn’t do a good job, they would be thrown out at
the next election. This system that the Thirteen Colonies had become used to was

known as actual representation.

Once the mercantilist policies (such as the Sugar Act 1764 and Stamp Act 1765,
discussed shortly) began to make an impact, colonists declared it was unlawful

for the British to tax them as they were not represented in the British Parliament.
The catch cry became: ‘No taxation without representation’. Colonists wanted

to be directly represented in Britain if they were to be directly taxed by Britain.
They wanted actual representation, which they had experienced through their own
colonial assemblies. However, the class snobbery and hierarchical nature of British
society meant Americans were perceived to be part of the lower classes, so they were

never going to get representation in the British Parliament.

The British Prime Minister George Grenville during the tumultuous 1763-65 period
argued that the American colonists were virtually represented, as the Members of
British Parliament did not just represent their constituents but all British subjects
across the globe. Furthermore, when Britain closed American colonial assemblies —
as in New York in 1767 and Boston in 1768 — colonists felt their right to be directly
represented was being taken away and that their ‘liberty’ (encased in natural rights)
was being infringed.
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SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUAL ’

John Hancock (1737-93)

= John Hancock was a Boston-born, Harvard-educated
wealthy merchant who was also a well-known smuggler.

= After working for his rich uncle and learning the import—
export business, he inherited his uncle’s fortune and
with his own hard work and industry also became one of
the richest men in America.

= After the mercantilist policies of Britain (including the
Writs of Assistance, Navigation Acts, Sugar Act 1764,
Stamp Act 1765, Townshend Duties of 1767 and Tea Act
1773) started to negatively impact Hancock’s substantial
smuggling operations from non-British sources, he
openly began to support James Otis, Samuel Adams and
the Sons of Liberty's operations in and around Boston.

= Hancock lent his support for revolution through
both financial and political means by serving on the
Massachusetts Colonial Assembly and the Continental

Congress.

= Hancock's enormous signature on the Declaration A Genmin B9 Rerisiiaiim emeass o
of Independence in 1776 (the first and the biggest Singleton Copley, circa 1765

signature on the document; see Source 2.11) gives

you some idea of the enormous arrogance and self-importance in which he held himself during the
American Revolution. His headstone in the graveyard near Boston Common (see Source 2.10) is equally

ostentatious.
= His contribution was significant, though not in the same league as Washington, Jefferson or Madison.

= However, his most important contribution was sending money and supplies to the fledgling
Continental Army.

Hancock's wealth was thrown behind the Revolution, as the Continental Army relied on loans from
individual benefactors, the states and eventually the Kingdom of France to bankroll its operations.

A Source 2.10 John Hancock's ornate gravestone today in Boston, Massachusetts
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AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

A person'’s John Hancock' is North American slang for their signature - highlighting how famously
Hancock's large signature appears on the Declaration of Independence.
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Britain conducted an official inquiry into the proper conduct of trade in America and found massive holes in the
administration. Britain was making good money out of trading with America but losing revenue due to smuggling
and inefficient administration. Customs officers were inept, intimidated or corrupt, and smuggling was rife, with
the colonies trading illegally with traditional English enemies including the French, Dutch and Spanish. British
Prime Minister George Grenville, with his background as a former Chancellor of the Exchequer (the Treasurer of
England), realised that England was in a financially perilous state following the French and Indian War. However,
he couldn’ increase the taxation of English citizens without risking domestic troubles (which was also a major
factor in the French Revolution in 1789). Grenville instead designed a new course of action to make America pay

through a series of taxes.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

One of the great ironies of Britain trying to make the American colonies more loyal or subservient to

Britain was that it united the Thirteen American colonies in defiance against Britain. Britain helped make
America, as they created another layer of government in America - a federal government — that could
address their shared grievances against Britain.

Rum was a major currency of sorts in America (as it was in Australia in the late 18th century). Sugar Act a

Therefore, Grenville introduced a tax measure in the American colonies called the Sugar Act 1764 .
revenue-raising
Act passed by the
British Parliament in
1764, which alarmed
the colonists about
the intent of the
British and helped

fuel the growing

that was a reinstitution of Britain’s former mercantilist policy, the Sugar and Molasses Act 1733,
which gave new powers to customs officers to contain the smuggling of rum from non-British
controlled sources — namely the French West Indies. Grenville’s plan was to lower the duty (tax)

on molasses — the rawest form of sugar distillation and the main ingredient in rum —from 6 pence
to 3 pence per gallon to undercut the appeal of smuggled sugar in the colonies. The Sugar Act also
included introduced taxes on many other items in the colonies, including wines, coffee, spices and
cloth. The Navigation Acts and the Writs of Assistance that went hand in hand with the Sugar Acr
enabled the full power of the British Navy and British customs officers of the colonies to search any
American property on land and at sea suspected of containing smuggled goods. Britain’s economic discontent
monopoly, economic restraints on colonial American trade and the forced searching of people’s
property began to build pockets of resentment among the people.

A Source 2.12 A depiction of enslaved people working in a rum distillery A Source 2.13 An engraving depicting revenue

in Antigua cutters capturing an American smuggling ship circa
1764. These were British revenue ships that were
sent out to prevent smuggling by Americans, who
were attempting to avoid taxes.
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A Source 2.14 The colonial currency of New Jersey circa 1763. The Currency Act 1764 meant this printed currency could no longer
operate for British items, angering many Americans.

Currency Act one of The Currency Act of 1764 also undermined the various colonial assemblies’ right to control their

own colony’s economy. The British Government tried to dissuade the use of colonial printed money
several acts created
by the British

Parliament designed

and have all British items bought and debts paid with only British currency, gold or silver (the latter
two were known as ‘specie’, a term for currency based on intrinsic worth). These actions angered the
merchant and financial classes in colonial American society, including men like John Hancock, who
to regulate the use o o

~ called for economic independence long before the call for political independence.
of paper money in

America

American response

THE
The Sugar Act became Britain’s first ‘direct tax’ in _
America; the first time the British Parliament took R I G H T S
that right off each colonial assembly. As it bypassed :
colonial assemblies’ taxation rights it was seen to OF THE

violate colonists’ rights (see Section 1.5 for more on
revolutionary ideas). The influential merchant class

Britifb Colonies

Afferted and proved.

of New England became a pillar of opposition as
the Sugar Act only affected the various Northern
colonies that dealt in molasses. The Southern

colonies principally dealt in tobacco, indigo and

rice, and thus weren’t affected. The Sugar Act By JAMES OTIS B

made Boston a central player in the forthcoming

Hiee omnis regio & clff plaga pinea montis
b Cedat amicitiec Tencrorum : & faderic equas
% . Dicamus leges, fociifque in regna vocemus,
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3 Virge

» Source 2.15 A copy of Otis’ The Rights of the British

Colonies Asserted and Proved BOSTON, NEW-ENGL AND, Printed :
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Revolution and brought John Hancock, Samuel Adams, James Otis and John Adams into the spotlight. In response
to the Sugar Act, Otis produced an influential pamphlet, Rights of British Colonists Asserted and Proved. In this
text, he highlighted the flaws of British economic policy, in that it violated natural rights and was unconstitutional
based on Britain’s own laws since the time of the Magna Carta and Glorious Revolution. The pamphlet became an
important foundation of the ideological arguments that ultimately led to the Revolution.

During the Sugar Act’s implementation, Bostonians resisted the law via the courts and colonial assemblies, at
town meetings, through ardent speeches and documents and by harnessing the power of the press to spread their
message. They also used illegal means through the intimidation of customs officials and increasing smuggling
rates. The unsuccessful British prosecution of this tax set a blueprint for how the American colonies could work
around British law.

FOCUS QUESTION 2.3

How did the Sugar Act 1764 contribute to a revolutionary situation in the mid-1760s?

The fallout from the Sugar Act 1764 was nothing compared with the next British tax, the Stamp Act 1765. In
March 1765, Grenville and the British Parliament had devised what they saw as clever taxes on a range of products,
but in particular one that every colonist used: paper. This revenue-raising act was designed to cover the costs of
defending the colonies (the £130 million French and Indian War debt) and enforcing existing mercantilist acts. The
British Parliament had explored the idea of a stamp tax since 1764, and gave the colonists opportunities to suggest
alternatives. The tax was seen to be a sure-fire and lucrative means for Britain to make additional money and catch
every taxable American. In fact, it was a disaster financially, politically and socially, as the outrage in American

colonies was universal and the reactions to the tax united the colonists.

The Stamp Act 1765 was passed to raise £60 000 to fund the supply of British troops in America. British
parliamentarians believed (with some justification) that funding should be sourced from the colonies because

Britain, via the British Army, was protecting them, and the colonies should pay for that protection.

Unlike the Sugar Act, which targeted
people in the rum trade, the Stamp

Act became the first direct tax to
target all social classes in every
American colony, taxing everything
from playing cards to legal
documents — including titles, wills,
bills of sale, contracts and diplomas,
and even gambling paraphernalia.
Under the Stamp Act, a document
needed a British stamp placed on it
to represent that the tax or duty had
been paid on that item

(see Source 2.16).

»Source 2.16 Stamp Act
stamps from Boston, circa 1765
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Henry, Patrick
(1736-99) a lawyer,
politician and

plantation owner
who became known
as a great orator
and advocate

for American

independence

Virginia Resolves
a set of resolutions
decreeing that

the only taxation
valid in Virginia
was that enforced
by a parliamentary
assembly elected
by Virginians,
which effectively
invalidated

the British
Government's taxes

Sons of Liberty

a collection of
underground
groups that formed
to fight the Stamp
Tax and later
became aggressive
supporters

of American

independence

Oliver, Andrew
(1706-74)
amerchant

and official in
Massachusetts who
became responsible
for enforcing the

Stamp Tax there

effigy a model of a
person, often used
for the purpose of

protest
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American response

With the Stamp Act, Britain unwittingly galvanised the colonists in common outrage at a British
tax that affected everyone in America from the colonial elite to ordinary workers. Lawyers were
taxed on every legal document used. Merchants and retailers were taxed on all contracts, bills of sale
and bonds. Journalists, publishers and essayists were taxed on all newspapers and pamphlets they

produced. Common labourers, dockhands and sailors were taxed on items such as playing cards.

The colonial assemblymen feared that if Britain successfully implemented this tax, they would
possess infinite power to tax the colonists in all facets of life and the economy. Upper-class angst
was channelled in petitions, ‘resolves’ and letters to various British representatives. For example,
Virginian lawyer Patrick Henry challenged the Stamp Act, introducing his Virginia Resolves in
the Virginian Colonial Assembly in May 1765, which rejected British authority to tax the colonies.
The Virginia Resolves were printed in many colonial newspapers and were important in garnering

opposition from the 13 separate colonies.

The ‘colonial elites” — or politicians — of the British colonies in North America united for

the first time at the Stamp Act Congress in October 1765 in New York (discussed in the
following section). However, dissent against British rule was also developing among the general
population in the colonies, and took many other forms, of which an opposition group called the
Sons of Liberty is the most notorious example. Samuel Adams organised the Sons of Liberty

as a vigilante group of sorts that violently opposed the Szamp Act through acts of terror. They
made sure colonists systematically boycotted the scheme, intimidating those who purchased
stamps, and committing acts of violence against stamp officers like Andrew Oliver, whose
house they ransacked before hanging an efligy of him at the Liberty Tree in Boston Common
on 14 August 1765. Oliver was eventually forced to resign because of these tactics. Soon after,
angry colonists ransacked Lieutenant Governor Thomas Hutchinson’s home and stole or
destroyed most of his property. The top levels of British power in the colonies were being openly
attacked and defied in Boston.

» Source 2.18 A depiction of colonists protesting against the
Stamp Act with a sign reading ‘England’s Folly, America’s Ruin’
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A Source 2.17 The Pennsylvania Journal protests about the
Stamp Act on October 31 1765. In the upper right corner there
is a satirical stamp that reads ‘An emblem of the effects of the
stamp. O! The Fatal Stamp’.
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A Source 2.19 This engraving from the 19th century depicts an effigy of Andrew Oliver being hanged from the Liberty Tree in Boston.
The Liberty Tree was a famous elm that stood near Boston Common for a hundred years before the Revolution. In the 1760s, the tree
became a rallying point for the growing resistance to the rule of Britain over the American colonies and for that reason it was felled by
British soldiers in 1775.

AMAZING BUT TRUE ...

Though publicly supportive of the Stamp Act, and hated in Boston for this, privately Andrew Oliver was
against the crippling British tax.

A Source 2.20 Left: Massachusetts Colonial Governor Thomas Hutchinson painted by Edward Truman, 1741; Right: Lieutenant Governor
Thomas Hutchinson being chased by rioters protesting the Stamp Act.
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The backlash to the Stamp Act in the colonies was a protracted campaign of propaganda and

tarring and

T A violence that became so universal that Britain eventually backed down and repealed the Act in

of public humiliation 1766. This colonial success established a model of how to oppose any unfair British policy;
. . that is, by:
and shame involving

pouring hot and = establishing in each colony a Sons of Liberty-type secret organisation

sticky tarontoa ™  using Sons of Liberty tactics (such as tarring and feathering, and harassing British
victim then covering representatives)
them in feathers, ®* using newspapers to spread radical ideas to a large audience, since America had one of the
and parading them highest literacy rates in the world at the time
around the town = employing the power of the colonial assembly to direct opposition in each colony

S e - promoting the boycott of British goods.

fatal and, if not,

M L O CUS QUESTIONS 2.4
physically and

emotionally painful. 1 Briefly describe the Stamp Act 1765. Why was it introduced?

2 Summarise the arguments used by the colonists against the tax. How did the Stamp
Act contribute to the social, political and economic tensions between the colonists
and Britain?

In October 1765, the Stamp Act Congress was held in the city of New York. It came about after James Otis, on

8 June, put a motion to the Massachusetts legislature to invite all the colonies to send delegates to a congress at

New York in October 1765. Representatives from only nine colonies attended (Virginia, New Hampshire, North
Carolina and Georgia were not represented). The Congress agreed upon a document being produced (the Declaration
of Rights of the Stamp Act Congress, reproduced below) petitioning the King and Parliament for the repeal of the tax.
The Declaration pledged loyalty to King George III while simultaneously stating that Britain had usurped colonial
rights. This document contended that since the colonists could only vote for members in their colonial assemblies
and not in British elections, these were the only legal bodies that could tax them. The cry of ‘no taxation without
representation’ was a regular feature in most colonial writings at the time, especially from James Otis, Patrick Henry
and Samuel Adams. Interestingly, because the credentials of certain delegates authorised them merely to consult and
not to take action, the petition was signed by the members of only six colonies.

ANALYSIS ACTIVITY 2.1: DOCUMENT ANALYSIS

The Declaration of Rights of the Stamp Act Congress 19 October 1765

The members of this congress, sincerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of affection and duty to His
Majesty's person and government, inviolably attached to the present happy establishment of the Protestant
succession, and with minds deeply impressed by a sense of the present and impending misfortunes of the
British colonies on this continent having considered as maturely as time would permit, the circumstances of
said colonies, esteem it our indispensable duty to make the following declarations, of our humble opinions,
respecting the most essential rights and liberties of the colonists, and of the grievances under which they
labor, by reason of several late acts of Parliament.

1st. That His Majesty’s subjects in these colonies owe the same allegiance to the crown of Great Britain that is
owing from his subjects born within the realm, and all due subordination to that august body, the Parliament
of Great Britain.

continued. ..
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..continued

2nd. That His Majesty's liege subjects in these colonies are entitled to all the inherent rights and privileges of
his natural born subjects within the kingdom of Great Britain.

3rd. That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted rights of Englishmen, that
no taxes should be imposed on them, but with their own consent, given personally, or by their representatives.

4th. That the people of these colonies are not, and from their local circumstances cannot be,
represented in the House of Commons in Great Britain. House of

Commons the
5th. That the only representatives of the people of these colonies are persons chosen therein, by

themselves; and that no taxes ever have been or can be constitutionally imposed on them but
by their respective legislatures.

lower house of the
British Parliament.

Holds more power

6th. That all supplies to the crown, being free gifts of the people, it is unreasonable and than the House of
inconsistent with the principles and spirit of the British constitution for the people of Great Lords, as the people
Britain to grant to His Majesty the property of the colonists. elect its members,

and it is where the

7th. That trial by jury is the inherent and invaluable right of every British subject in these Prime Minister leads

colonies. _

the ruling party.
8th. That the late act of Parliament entitled, ‘An act for granting and applying certain stamp This is the House
duties, and other duties in the British colonies and plantations in America, etc.,’ by imposing that made the key
taxes on the inhabitants of these colonies, and the said act, and several other acts, by extending ~ decisions affecting
the jurisdiction of the courts of admiralty beyond its ancient limits, have a manifest tendency to  the Thirteen
subvert the rights and liberties of the colonists. Colonies during the

Revolution.
9th. That the duties imposed by several late acts of Parliament, from the peculiar circumstances

of these colonies, will be extremely burthensome and grievous, and, from the scarcity of specie,
the payment of them absolutely impracticable.

10th. That as the profits of the trade of these colonies ultimately center in Great Britain, to pay for the
manufactures which they are obliged to take from thence, they eventually contribute very largely to all
supplies granted there to the crown.

11th. That the restrictions imposed by several late acts of Parliament on the trade of these colonies will render
them unable to purchase the manufactures of Great Britain.

12th. That the increase, prosperity, and happiness of these colonies depend on the full and free enjoyment of
their rights and liberties, and an intercourse, with Great Britain, mutually affectionate and advantageous.

13th. That it is the right of the British subjects in these colonies to petition the king or either house of
Parliament.

Lastly, that it is the indispensable duty of these colonies to the best of sovereigns, to the mother-country, and
to themselves, to endeavor, by a loyal and dutiful address to His Majesty, and humble application to both
houses of Parliament, to procure the repeal of the act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, of all
clauses of any other acts of Parliament whereby the jurisdiction of the admiralty is extended as aforesaid,
and of the other late acts for the restriction of the American commerce.

Source 2.21 The Declaration of Rights of the Stamp Act Congress, 19 October 1765

1 Identify the main arguments made by the Stamp Act Congress.

2 How do the colonies perceive their relationship with Great Britain?

3 What early revolutionary ideas are emerging through this document?

ISBN 978-1-108-88706-9 © Cambridge University Press 2021
Photocopying is restricted under law and this material must not be transferred to another party.



ANALYSIS ACTIVITY 2.2: VISUAL ANALYSIS

< Source 2.22
The Colonies Reduced,
1765

THE FAMOUS CARTOON WHICH FRANKLIN HAD MADE AT THE TIME OF THE
- STAMP ACT

< Source 2.23 The Boston
Stamp Official Hanged,
Paul Revere, 1765

-.r:.h..;'". -- - =

Sources 2.22 and 2.23 show two key political cartoons produced in 1765 in reaction to the Stamp Act. The
first was commissioned by Benjamin Franklin, while the second was created by Paul Revere.

1 Describe the main features of each cartoon.
2 What is the key message of each cartoon?

3 Inyour opinion, why are cartoon or visual images created with a bias, or a one-sided perspective?
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As mentioned previously, the Sons of Liberty had an important role in the early years of the Loyal Nine a hard-

Revolution. Formed as a reaction to the Stamp Act 1765 in Boston, Sons of Liberty became a ) s

line anti-British

generic term for many different groups in the Thirteen Colonies that engaged in violent anti- :

o o o ) - group in Boston that

British activities. However, the original Sons of Liberty in Boston were preceded by the 